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Editorial 

The first article in this issue of the Bulletin is dedicated to the memory of one of 
this Society's founders, the late Richard David Barnett (1909-1986) . For many 
years he served as Chairman of the Society and later as its President. Richard 
believed in actively supporting the younger archaeologists working in Israel and 
unselfishly gave them much of his valuable time, and advice and encouragement. 
Claudine Dauphin was one of those who benefited from his support and interest 
in her Golan Byzantine Expedition which began in 1978. Dauphin's name will be 
well known to readers of the Bulletin, as -she has contributed to it a number of 
articles and book reviews over the years. She is also a member of the Editorial 
Board . My own connection with Dauphin's expedition was first as staff member 
and later as the person in charge of investigating the field systems and other 
landscape features around the four surveyed settlements. 

The second paper deals with an interesting inverted Greek inscription, 'One 
God', which appears on a Byzantine lamp from the collection of the well-known 
soil expert and coin-collector, the late A . Reifenberg. The author , Varda Sussman, 
has published numerous articles on lamps and over many years worked for the 
Israel Department of Antiquities (now the Antiquities Authority). 

Israeli moshavim and kibbutzim are frequently built over ancient sites, so it is 
not surprising that when expansion or development takes place , archaeological 
discoveries are made and salvage excavations become necessary. This was the case 
at Moshav Zippori in the Galilee, where Dan Urman was sent in 1975 to excavate 
a late-Roman burial cave. The results of this excavation are the subject of the 
third article in the Bulletin. 

The final article is about a sculpted marble foot found by one of Shimon Dar's 
team surveying a Hellenistic-to Roman-period temple and farmhouse complex 
located at a lofty position on top of Mount Hermon, north of the Golan. The 
paper is co-authored by Rivka Gersht , an expert on sculpture from this period at 
the Tel Aviv University, with Shimon Dar of Bar Ilan University, who has contrib
uted articles to the Bulletin in the past. 

The reviews section opens with an article by Joan Taylor on two books which 
have appeared dealing with Helena (mother of Constantine the Great) and her 
supposed discovery of remnants of the Holy Cross. Taylor has herself recently 
published a book entitled Christians and the Holy Places (Oxford University Press) 
which will be reviewed in a future issue of the Bulletin. Three other book reviews 
conclude this section. 
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EDITORIAL 

In the previous issue of the Bulletin we published a review by James Mellaart 
of the book Centuries of Darkness by Peter James and others. In this review a 
number of allegedly unpublished texts were mentioned and this sparked off a flurry 
of letters to the Editor. The Bulletin does not normally publish letters relating to 
book reviews, but because of the controversy which has arisen we have decided 
to break with this practice and publish a number of letters , including one by 
Mellaart himself. Readers may be interested to know that Peter James's book has 
recently appeared in paperback with Pimlico. 

The obituary is about the distinguished archaeologist and epigraphist, Professor 
Nahman Avigad, who died last year. My personal recollection of Avigad is from 
the 1970s, at a time when I was a staff member of Magen Broshi's Mount Zion 
excavations. From time to time I would visit the Jewish Quarter to see how the 
excavations were progressing there. On many occasions Avigad could be seen 
standing overlooking the excavations, with slightly hunched shoulders and with an 
extremely serious expression on his face, concentrating on the progress of the work 
and seemingly within a world of his own. At other times he would be in his very 
small car, motoring down the narrow street leading from the Jaffa Gate to the 
Jewish Quarter, waving his hand at the many friends he had made over the years 
he worked there. 

As in previous issues , the Bulletin concludes with summaries of lectures and 
reports on grants given by the Society. Readers will probably find George Brooke's 
lecture summary on the state of play regarding the Dead Sea Scrolls, and their 
publication , particularly interesting. 

Finally, this issue of the Bulletin is published due to the generosity of our sponsor 
Mr J. C. Dwek and two other anonymous donors. The Editor and the Society 
wish to thank them for their kindness. 

Shimon Gibson 
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Ancient Settlements in their Landscapes: the 
Results of Ten Years of Survey 

on the Golan Heights (1978-1988) 

CLAUDINE DAUPHIN and SHIMON GIBSON 

In memory of Dr R. D. Barnett 

One area, perhaps more than any other in Byzantine Israel , has the attributes of 
a valid 'test-case' for a study in historical geography, demography, urbanism and 
sedentarization. The Golan Heights with their strong geomorphological features, 
possess a clear geographical unity, despite being a transitional border region 
between the agricultural settled areas of Western Palestine and the Syrian desert 
to the east. In addition , this was a region densely settled in the Roman and Byzan
tine periods, and the ancient drystone basalt structures that have survived , some 
of them in a remarkable state of preservation, are invaluable for the study of 
Byzantine monumental and domestic architecture . 

These ancient buildings, far more vulnerable to destructive forces than the vast 
majority of archaeological sites lying beneath the ground, have been threatened 
with complete devastation in war, in army manoeuvres and by economic develop
ment. A project designed to save this fast-disappearing and shamefully underval
ued aspect of the history of the country was devised in the spring of 1978. The aim 
was to record and analyse all that remained of the Mishnaic- and Talmudic-period 
medium-sized towns (called 'ayarot in the Mishnah) of the Golan in their ancient 
rural landscape, and in this way to determine also their economic infrastructure . 

Since 1978, the Golan Byzantine Expedition has conducted eight seasons of 
topographic, architectural , epigraphic and photographic survey of four sites: Kafr 
Naffakh (map reference 2194 2742 Israel grid) and Na'aran (2147 2706) in the 
central Golan, and Farj (22842627) and Er-Ramthaniyye (22562696) in the east
ern Golan. Two new methods of archaeological investigation in the field were 
successfully used: (1) structural analysis with a wall-by-wall study of masonry types 
and their stratigraphic association within each settlement, and (2) landscape 
archaeology with the investigation of field systems and other features of the land
scape around the settlements. 
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Recording and Planning 

For some sites, the surveyors prepared site plans with a plane-table. A base point 
was chosen at each site, usually on the roof of one of the structures, with a clear 
view over an area of the settlement. Measurements were taken with 50 metre tapes 
between the base point and all visible structures, and the distance and direction 
were plotted directly onto the fixed drawing board of the plane-table. Further base 
points were set up on structures already marked on the plan , to provide a conveni
ent overview of all parts of the settlement. Other measurements, such as the 
thickness of walls, the size of rooms and the dimensions of doors, windows, cattle
troughs and mangers, were added to the plan by hand. Once the plan was com
plete , the authors examined the structures systematically , to recover further details 
and to analyse their structural composition. For other sites , an alternative method 
was developed. Site plans were drawn on the basis of aerial photographs , which 
were then checked in the field and enlarged to a consistent scale of 1:500. The latter 
method was found to be a much more efficient and time-saving activity. 

Plans and sections of selected important structures and various other features , 
notably caves , were prepared to a scale of 1:100. Carvings, inscriptions and indus
trial installations were recorded by photography and drawings at a scale of 1:10. 
Inscriptions were also recorded by the squeeze technique. The identification of 
construction phases and dating of the structures was based on a typology of stone 
dressing and wall construction , first introduced by Jeremy Schonfield (Dauphin 
and Schonfield, 1983, 192-4), and applied at the sites described in this paper. 

It was clear that a methodological approach was needed if the buildings of the 
Golan were to be understood correctly. The vernacular architecture has changed 
little over the centuries, yet there are extreme contrasts in quality , size and style. 
These were assumed to be chronological pointers. 

Antiquarians and archaeologists who visited the region made frequent references 
to surviving Roman or Byzantine buildings, but often without citing examples or 
supplying the criteria on which these identifications were based . It was obviously 
correct to assume that such buildings had existed, since many sites in the Golan 
contain stones with ancient inscriptions, carved religious symbols and decorations. 
Yet the stones are usually scattered or found in reuse , and are rarely near buildings 
whose quality , size or plan could pinpoint them as being of unmistakably ancient 
origin. In the absence of knowledge , some scholars rashly claimed all were ancient , 
others that none were. 

The problem of isolating ancient structures seemed to defy solution until in 1979 
it was decided to establish a typological basis for further work by classifying the 
varieties of masonry and attempting to understand their chronological relationship. 
Kafr Naffakh was taken as a test sample, since it presents a wide range of masonry 
types and ground plans and contains several examples of ancient worked stones. 
It was hoped that the earliest structures identified by this method could be related 
to the sources of the ancient material. 

In this technique, the approach employed by H . C. Butler in the Princeton 
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University 1904-5 and 1909 surveys of architecture in the Hauran, was reversed. 
Butler (1919) was able to use inscriptions in situ to attach dates to styles of building 
and qualities of construction. Since Kafr Naffakh lacked dated inscriptions, it was 
decided rather to relate certain types and qualities of masonry to the sequence of 
construction. Stratigraphically speaking, a flimsy shelter constructed as a lean-to 
against the outer walls of a larger building clearly postdates that building; equally 
a wall which meets another one at 90° without being cut by it is also usually later. 
Where such walls are of similar construction , these should be treated as roughly 
contemporary, but where the pair form part of an overall plan, their relationship 
might reflect the order in which they were built rather than a historical develop
ment. It was felt that by carefully observing all the structures in a closely built 
settlement it should be possible to discover the relative chronology of each part 
and to discover the centre of each matrix of rebuilt , repaired, demolished and 
ruined courtyards , houses, outbuildings and streets. Factors considered significant 
in categorizing masonry were the care with which stones had been squared, the 
precision with which they were laid in courses and whether any fragments or chips 
of stones were packed into the interstices . Eight categories of masonry types were 
distinguished from the lowest grade consisting of field stones piled on top of one 
another, to ash lars which constituted the finest grade of building material. 

The Sites in their Landscape 

The survey of field systems at the four sites was undertaken using a methodology 
of landscape archaeology evolved by Shimon Gibson for the study of rural environ
ments in Israel. The investigation of the field systems was conducted on foot with 
maps based on aerial photographs to a scale of 1:4500. The maps were used for 
recording field walls, stone heaps, dolmens , ruined structures, animal pens, enclos
ures, and similar archaeological features; roads and paths were also traced. Fields 
were sherded and flints collected. A detailed catalogue of the archaeological fea
tures surveyed was prepared. Plans and sections to a scale of 1:50 were drawn of 
selected important structures such as dolmens . In addition, numerous sketches 
were made of archaeological features observed in the fields. Agricultural installa
tions and carvings found there were drawn to a scale of 1:10. All these features 
were recorded photographically. 

The Negev desert is the only region in Israel where research has been done on 
large areas of ancient field systems, and the site of Nizzana (ancient Nessana) is 
the only one whose interpretation combined a study of architecture, an analysis 
of textual sources - the Nessana papyri - and an investigation of its agriculture 
(Kraemer, 1958; Colt, 1962 ed.; Mayerson, 1962). During the past ten years, 
research on a small scale has also been conducted in the various regions of Israel, 
but the emphasis has been solely on the field systems rather than on the connection 
between the settlements and their rural context. The method which we have 
developed in our investigations is applicable to any region where ancient field 
systems and agricultural terraces are well preserved in association with ancient 
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settlements. It is particularly rewarding to conduct such a project of landscape 
archaeology in the Golan, since its agricultural landscapes have been left relatively 
untouched by modern development. 

As a result of our investigations we have been able to distinguish between vari
ous types of ancient and modern field-wall constructions. For instance, ancient 
field walls were built of boulders, whereas their restoration in the 19th and 20th 
centuries, and modern field walls, were usually of small rounded field stones (Fig. 
1). Moreover, the relationship between ancient houses and contiguous field-wall 
systems, on the outskirts of settlements, has been studied at all sites. An attempt 
was made to locate farmsteads and other rural structures, such as field-towers, and 
wine-and oil-presses in the vicinity of the settlements. Parts of the landscape given 
over to pasturage or industrial activity were also investigated. Ancient road and 
path networks and natural topographical features enabled us to define the extent 
of the lands belonging to each separate settlement. 

The combination of conventional archaeological survey, structural analysis and 
landscape archaeology has provided sufficient data to enable us to reconstruct a 
detailed picture of the archaeological landscapes of four settlements from the 
Bronze Age through to modern times. 

Fig. 1. Er-Ramthaniyye: ancient field-boundary wall reconstructed in modern times (Photo C. 
Dauphin). 
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ANCIENT SETTLEMENTS IN THEIR LANDSCAPES 

The Sites within the Roman Imperial road network 

The Golan in antiquity was a centre of communications, a bridge between the 
Mediterranean and the desert. Three important thoroughfares crossed the Golan. 
The first, extending from the Galilee by way of Kafr Harib to the southern Golan, 
stretched northwards to Damascus. The eastern branch of the Via Maris from 
Gesher Benot Ya'aqov also linked the Galilee with Damascus. Lastly, the more 
northerly road from Tyre on the Mediterranean, led far inland to Damascus, 
passing through Banias. 

Two of the settlements which we surveyed served as staging posts on the cursus 
publicus, the Roman Imperial Post. We have identified a rectangular complex (55 
x 45 m) with a square tower (approximately 10 x 10 m) at each corner, on the crest 
of the basalt promontory of Na'aran as a mansio, a staging post offering overnight 
accommodation. In plan it resembles two 'fortresses' of southern Syria, that of 
Koser el-Hallabat, dated to AD 213-17 and 529 (Butler, 1919, 71-4, Ill. 55) and 
perhaps even more closely that of Deir il-Kafb, of AD 306 and 367-75, in the 
courtyard of which is a chapel (Butler, 1919, 145-8, Ill. 127). The building at 
Na'aran would have been identifiable merely as a 'fortress' or perhaps a 'garrison', 
were it not for its location at the junction of the Via Maris running 
northeast/southwest and of a branch running southeast towards Khushniyye (2261 
2675). The distances involved are some six km or four Roman miles, and from 
Na'aran to Khushniyye eight Roman miles. Kafr Naffakh, on the other hand, must 
have been a mutatio. Staging-post facilities (mutationes) were situated approxim
ately every four Roman miles along Roman roads, but every alternate staging post 
also contained a hostel and was called a mansio. It should not be surprising, 
therefore, to find significant ancient remains at precisely these intervals, with rect
angularly planned establishments in dominant positions every eight Roman miles. 
One would expect remains similar to those in Na'aran to be found on the volcanic 
outcrop in Khushniyye, at 'Ein Ziwan (2275 2790) and near Gesher Benot Ya'aqov 
(21002685). At Na'aran, the mansio was in imperial hands and thus out of bounds 
to travellers not on official business. The needs of Christian travellers, including 
pilgrims, would have been supplied to a large extent by an ecclesiastical establish
ment (xenodochion), such as the monastery in the lower settlement of Na'aran, 
built characteristically on the outskirts of the city to keep travellers from the 
temptations of urban life. Confirmation of the course of this Roman road linking 
Galilee with Damascus was provided by the discovery of an uninscribed milestone 
at Na'aran and some sections of the road itself at Kafr Naffakh (6.10-6.50 m in 
width). It was paved with stone slabs, at one point with an outer retaining kerb, 
and was levelled off by quarrying at another point. Sections of the road to the 
west of the Jordan River have recently been surveyed by lIan (1989-90, 14). 
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The Surveyed Sites 

Kafr NafTakh 

CLAUDINE DAUPHIN AND SHIMON GIBSON 

Kafr Naffakh (Fig. 2) lies on the Via Maris , on a low rise , with a wadi to the south 
and the east. It is a compact and densely built-up site that shows signs of numerous 
phases and reconstructions. The perennial stream to the south once fed a large 
pool. There are several wells or cisterns around the built-up area, especially around 
the eastern edges of the settlement. The ancient paved road passed to the south 
of the settlement. The embankment for the modern road has destroyed up to 50 
per cent of the settlement. 

The identification of standing Byzantine masonry at Kafr Naffakh provided the 
basis for a provisional understanding of the site's development. Ancient walls were 
located in only a few areas of the site, in a variety of relationships to later struc-
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Fig. 2. Kafr Naffakh: plan of settlement (Drawing S. Gibson) . 
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ANCIENT SETTLEMENTS IN THEIR LANDSCAPES 

tures: in the east they were generally in subterranean rooms, which are possibly 
rooms around which occupational debris has accumulated, while in the west they 
mostly stood at the present ground-level. Their distribution suggested that a 
number of isolated structures not connected by a uniform plan were initially built 
in an open landscape. It is evident from walls of varying quality but of the same 
category abutting onto ancient walls , that further structures developed around 
them until the site was densely covered with complex, articulated housing. In a 
courtyard of a house at the northern edge of the settlement, a sunken area lined 
with high-quality ancient walls contained a fine oil press (Fig. 3). This installation, 
which we recorded in 1979, has subsequently been stolen. 

A branch of the ancient road extended towards the settlement, crossing the wadi 
over a thick dam-wall (7 .35 - 7.45 m) into a paved square (18 x 18 m), possibly a 
market-place similar to the one at Khorazin . 

As a result of various modern activities, little of the ancient agricultural systems 
surrounding the settlement has survived , except in the upper northern parts of the 
wadi. The system consisted there of a dam-wall of boulders, 1.8 m high , retaining 
an expanse of soil on its northern side. Winter rains were ponded behind the 
dam-wall for purposes of cultivation and then filtered through the soil and the 
dam-wall to the wadi bed below. The cemetery is located 30 m east of the wadi and 

Fig. 3. Kafr Naffakh: ancient oil press plundered in 1979-80 from the courtyard of a house (Photo Z. 
Radovan) . 
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consists of at least three visible rock-cut entrances set at intervals approximately 
30 m apart. 

Na'aran 

Na'aran was selected for investigation due to its proximity to Kafr Naffakh, for its 
location on the same ancient route, and because its more sparsely developed hill 
and plain suggested a different course of development that might throw new light 
on the tentative conclusions reached at Kafr Naffakh. 

The settlement of Na'aran lies to the south of the Via Maris, at a point at which 
a branch of the road strikes off towards the southeast. It consists of two areas, 
each with its distinctive constructional types. The lower quarter lies on the western 
side of the branch road. The upper settlement stands on a low, elongated volcanic 
hill to the east of the branch road that skirts its rocky sides to the west and the 
south. At the western end it rises abruptly from the plateau, its summit broad and 
flat, and continues about 200 m eastwards before suddenly narrowing to a rocky 
neck some 10 m wide that links the main hill of the settlement with a miniature 
outcrop on which there are only two or three houses. A wadi, with a perennial 
stream, passes east-west to the south of the settlement. Between the two quarters 
of the settlement, at the western foot of the hill, is a spring with a Roman bath
house. This bath consists of four rooms (17 x 11 m) with flue recesses in the walls 
of one of the rooms. A large quantity of circular and square hypocaust tiles and 
fragments of flue-pipes were scattered in its immediate vicinity. A water tunnel 
(0.60 m wide, 0.60 m high) with a channel in its floor, was investigated to the 
northwest of the bathhouse, below the Roman road. 

A rock-cut aqueduct , 1 m wide, running for 500 m on the spur to the north of 
the upper settlement, provided the mansio with water. Its source was possibly 
located at the spring of 'Ain el-Ayadeh (21629 27246). From the spring to the 
southwest, a marshy watercourse led to a pool 5-7 m in diameter. It is topographic
ally possible that the two springs of 'Ain el-Ilak (21735 27300) to the northeast 
were connected with the spring of 'Ain el-Ayadeh. They would thus have fed the 
spring of 'Ain el-Ayadeh which itself fed the aqueduct to Na'aran. A series of 
outlets irrigated fields on either side of the aqueduct. 

A spring cave (9 m deep, 2.20 m wide) which has now largely dried up, is located 
in a rocky scarp on the eastern bank of the wadi to the east of the main settlement. 
The spring cave was probably abandoned during the Crusader period, according 
to the pottery found in the internal blocking fills. 

The cemetery of Na'aran consisting of rock-cut burial caves, was located in a 
rocky scarp 500 m to the southwest of the upper settlement. 

Field systems were investigated to the north , east and south of Na'aran. A close 
examination was made of 67 plots of land, their internal features and their bound
ary walls. Sample areas were sherded. Three stages of human activity were 
detected within the landscape. Stage 1 is represented by dolmen fields, of which 
there are at least three types: boulder dolmens with an outer ring of stones and a 
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central built chamber lined with vertical stones (Fig. 4); large heaps of small or 
medium-sized fieldstones; and simple cist graves which are either solid-built or 
lined with vertical stones. The dolmens are scattered across the landscape, seem
ingly unassociated with a settlement. Bronze Age sherds can be seen occasionally 
on the surface of fields. Stage II consists of agricultural fields. To the southeast of 
the settlement, earthen embankments are gently stepped from north to south with 
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Fig. 4. Na'aran: schematic plan of dolmen (Drawing S. Gibson) . 
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enclosure walls built of large boulders and fieldstones. Boulders from dismantled 
dolmens were sometimes reused in boundary walls. Smaller plots on the northern 
side of the system, close to the road leading into the settlement from the east, 
may have been used for vineyards in the Roman and Byzantine periods. Surface 
sherds from these fields are indicative of manuring practices. In Stage III the field 
enclosure walls at a distance from the settlement were reused, while those in the 
close proximity were restored with small fieldstones. This stage probably belongs 
to the Ottoman to Syrian occupation of Na'aran up to 1967. 

The earliest datable structure within the settlement at Na'aran is the Roman 
bath. This semi-subterranean structure is built of stone blocks and mortar, a tech
nique recorded as having been introduced by masons especially imported from 
Rome under the rule of Emperor Philip the Arab (AD 244-9) who rebuilt his 
birthplace of Shahba in the Hauran in the latest Roman style, renaming it Philippo
polis (Dauphin, 1979, 31-3) . The bath is unlikely to have been situated far from 
an existing settlement. Its presence, moreover, points to an official status for the 
settlement of Na'aran, surely compatible with the suggestion that it included a 
mansio among its structures. There may also have been a Jewish presence in the 
area as indicated by inscribed and relief symbols: a palm branch (lulav) or Tree 
of Life, and a citron (ethrog) , all of them familiar from Jewish funerary inscrip
tions. The Christianization of the pagan regime is reflected in the monumental 
ecclesiastical structure discovered in the upper settlement with a carved Greek 
inscription dating its reconstruction to the sixth century. The monastery in the 
lower settlement (mentioned above) postdated the structures on the hill and may 
even have survived the destruction of the main settlement, since the second phase 
of the monastery almost certainly benefited from materials taken from the upper 
church. After the extinction of Christianity in the area the monastery perhaps 
continued in use as a khan , but its original function was enshrined in its Arabic 
name 'Deir Rahib' ('the monastery of the pries!'). 

Small groups of structures appear to have survived into the Mamluk Middle 
Ages and perhaps beyond, but these were not subject to formal planning or main
tenance, and were established, or merely survived, within the ancient ruins. 

The final phase of the settlement involved a systematic reuse of materials and 
sites, perhaps when the Turkmen arrived in the 16th century, for the work is 
uniform and contemporaneous. 

Farj 

Nestling in the shadow of a volcanic plug, skirted on its eastern side by a wadi, 
the deserted village of Farj offers a rich collection of standing ancient structures 
grouped around three pools and three wells. Some of these buildings are of the 
highest quality of well-squared large blocks and ashlars, with ceilings of stone 
beams and slabs resting on corbels, and survive to two storeys, complete almost 
to their roofs. The road system along which the settlement lies emphasizes north
south communications. The housing on the site seems to straddle a road that ran 
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from the south or southwest on the western side of the wadi, rounded the volcanic 
plug, and then continued towards the northwest , where a small area of paved 
ancient road was found. A still better-preserved pathway controlled by a toll or 
blocking system skirted the eastern side of the wadi. The recent construction of a 
north-south road to the east of the settlement may have destroyed traces of other 
possible routes . 

There appear to have been two distinct phases of ancient construction at Farj. 
To the earliest of these, Phase I , belong poorly hewn building-blocks of vesicular 
basalt which predominate in ruined structures overlaid by modern animal pens in 
two quarters to the southeast (comprising at least two separate insulae) and nor
theast of the settlement. Associated pottery included Late Hellenistic and Early 
Roman wares (Second Temple period) , notably Terra Sigillata. Moreover, to our 
knowledge, the 'Golan Ware' which we collected in the northeastern quarter rep
resents the southernmost distribution of such pottery in the Golan Heights. Phase 
I masonry was also found in the lowest courses of walls, often beneath fine masonry 
of well-coursed, well-squared large blocks characteristic of the mature ancient style 
or Phase II (Figs 5-6). This has been dated to the Byzantine period from material 
included in H . C. Butler's survey of the Hauran , in which masonry sequences 
similar to those in the Golan were identified by inscriptions found in situ. 

I r' 
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Fig. S. Farj : interior of an ancient room of well-coursed, well-squared large blocks, and with continuous 
corbelling (Photo Z. Radovan) . 
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Fig. 6. Farj: Mangers with ashlar surrounds and niches above them (Photo Z. Radovan). 

A further phase, Phase III, consists of extensive repairs carried out on every 
ancient structure in Farj. This ranges from complete reconstruction to rough re
roofing with available stones and the restoration of pointed arches . The presence 
of Mamluk sherds in the settlement, as well as a 13th-century Mamluk coin, pos
sibly Baibar, found on the surface in the heart of the settlement and identified by 
the numismatist Ariel Berman, suggest that this phase be dated to the Mamluk 
period. 

Phase IV consists of the careful reconstruction of houses without stone roofs . 
Rows of square rooms each have their own door and usually also a window, facing 
onto a communal courtyard. This phase of reconstruction is presumably datable 
to the 19th century, when the growing of imported eucalyptus trees provided the 
long timbers necessary for the construction of earth roofs laid on wooden beams. 
Farj is reported to have been resettled by Circassians in the second half of the 
19th century. 

A final phase, Phase V, incorporates distinctively modern materials such as 
cement and corrugated-iron roofs. 

Social stratification was clearly present in Phase II Farj. Wealthy patronage is 
suggested by two elaborately laid-out villae, each with its rock-cut well, on the 
northern and southern slopes of the volcanic plug. The southern villa, moreover, 
had its own burial-cave complex nearby and a dependant farm across the wadi, in 
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the same way that a villa in Qatura in northern Syria was associated with the 
2nd-century tomb of one Aemilius Reginus (Tchalenko, 1953, I , 192; II, PI. LIX). 
At Farj, the crescent of housing to the east of the wadi contained at least ten 
distinct ancient multiple-room housing units , each organized around a courtyard 
(Figs 7-8), as well as smaller and poorer units. 

Inscriptions in Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic and Early Arabic were discovered at 
Farj, as were Jewish and Christian religious symbols. There appears to have been 
a variety of populations in the settlement, where patterns of co-existence and 
changeover of dominance are detectible . Farj appears to conform to the definition 
of the Jewish 'ayarah, or unfortified small town as described in Rabbinical sources 
(Fig. 9). Its houses formed a curved band on the landscape - one of the six basic 
urban plans discussed by Tosephta, Eruvin IV, 4-5 in connection with the Eruv 
and the Sabbath borders. It was built on raised ground - a volcanic plug - which 
also commanded a panoramic view of the surrounding area, in particular encom
passing to the north Khushniyye and Er-Ramthaniyye. Defence was facilitated 
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Fig. 7. Plan of a Byzantine house at Farj (Drawing S. Gibson). 
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Fig. 8. Sections through the same Byzantine house at Farj (Drawing S. Gibson). 



Fig. 9. General view of some ancient houses at Farj excavated into the volcanic plug and thus illustrating 
the Rabbinic description of a city 'whose roofs are its walls' (Tosephta, Arakhin V, 12) (Photo C. 
Dauphin). 

by the division of the township into clusters of fortifiable building units offering 
continuous outer walls (Babylonian Talmud, Megilla 5b; Arakhin 32b) . Each build
ing unit consisted of rooms around a central courtyard. The streets defined by the 
outer walls of buildings, were far from straight (Mishnah, Baba Bathra VI, 6) . 

Numerous seven-branched candlesticks (menorot), palm branches (lulavim) , cit
rons (ethrogim) and rams' horns (shofarim) incised on lintels, as well as Hebrew 
and Aramaic inscriptions indicate that at least part of the population of this small 
town was Jewish (Fig . 10). One of the two largest properties in Farj - the northern 
villa - seems to have been in Jewish hands at some time, as attested by the menorot 
incised on the lintels of the eastern door and of the central manger of its stables. 
The focal point of the Jewish 'ayarah was the synagogue, usually situated geo
graphically at the centre of the town though not necessarily at its highest point. 
Stones bearing Jewish symbols and Hebrew and Aramaic inscriptions densely clus
ter in a courtyard at the heart of the settlement. The western wall of that courtyard 
seems to be built on the foundations of part of a large structure oriented 
north-southleast-west. This, as well as a monumental lintel bearing two menorot 
and a Greek inscription reused in that same courtyard, point to the existence of a 
monumental Jewish structure in that area - perhaps a synagogue or a Rabbinical 
School (Beth Midrash). 
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Fig. 10. Farj: menorot carved on a lintel (Drawing S. Gibson). 
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Jewish-Christian carved stones are concentrated on the western bank of the wadi 
on the northern slope of the volcanic plug. Their iconographic repertoire comprises 
a Jewish symbol (the menorah), two Christian symbols (the cross and the anchor), 
'signs' belonging to both religions (the lulav, the fish , the ship, bunches of grapes 
and the cup); and 'signs' associated with Jewish-Christianity (the waw, the cosmic 
cross , the cross/ship mast, the axe and the plough). These symbols and signs were 
found juxtaposed or superimposed on the same stones. A structure whose northern 
door lintel in situ exhibits such an assemblage and contains a monumental lintel 
bearing crosses as well as lulavim , may have been a Jewish-Christian meeting-place 
(Fig. 11). The presence at Farj of Jewish-Christians would not be surprising. Fol
lowing the death of James, brother of Jesus , who was their leader, and their 
subsequent flight from Jerusalem to Pella in AD 66, the Jewish-Christians had 
chosen Gaulanitis and neighbouring Auranitis as their home (Simon, 1972; Pritz, 
1988, 122-7). Both the Ebionite and Nazarean branches of Jewish-Christianity 
were still flourishing in the 4th century in that area, as witnessed by Bishop Epi
phanius of Salamis in his compendium of heresies, the Panarion. The co-existence 
of Jews and Jewish-Christians at Farj seems to have been possible until Judaism 
and Christianity hardened their stances against each other. This resulted in the 
increasing isolation of the Jewish-Christians , and their final absorption by one or 
other of the established religions in the 5th century (Dauphin , 1984). 

Deeply incised crosses accompanied by Greek inscriptions point to a third com
ponent in the population of Farj: Christians of the Eastern rite. These were the 
Ghassanids, nomadic Arab tribesmen converted to Monophysite Christianity by 
itinerant monks. They had moved from the Yemen to better pasturelands, and 
thus into the orbit of the Byzantine administration, of which , by the late 5th 
century, they had become mercenaries , protecting the eastern border of the 
Empire against the Sassanid Persian foe . Some members of the tribes became 
sedentarized as a result of contact with the settled Jewish community of Farj, and 
built impressive houses in imitation of their Jewish neighbours, taking care , how
ever, to emphasize their religious affiliations by carving crosses on the door lintels. 

The process of nomadic sedentarization does not appear to have been halted by 
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Fig. 11 . Farj: lintel in situ exhibiting Jewish-Christian 'signs' (Drawing S. Gibson). 

the Muslim takeover of AD 636. Fragments of an Early Islamic monumental inscrip
tion in a script immediately postdating the Conquest indicate the existence of an 
important Early Arab structure at Farj. 

Some 200 metres west of the settlement, a two-roomed ancient structure with 
an eastern-orientated apse was discovered . The structure (surviving length and 
width : 2.85 m) was built of well-coursed squared stones. It was identified as a 
chapel on the basis of the discovery of a lintel carved with a cross (Fig. 12) . The 
remains of ruined ancient walls of structures could be seen in the near vicinity. A 
large rounded reservoir for water (7.30 x 5.95 m; depth 2.08 m) was located 
northwest of the chapel; it was also built of well-coursed squared stones. 

A further 300 metres to the west , were ancient basalt quarries. These consist of 
rocky scarps with signs of extraction of large blocks, including straight separation 
channels and rows of short grooves. This is , as far as we know, the first time that 
ancient basalt quarries have been investigated in the Golan. 

The field systems of Farj were investigated within a radius of 1.5 km and to the 
north , up to the village of el-Fakhm (22792638) . Two hundred plots of land were 
closely examined and sample areas were sherded. The landscape underwent four 
stages of development. In Stage 1 large numbers of dolmens extended over the 
entire area. Dolmen fields have not been previously recorded for the Farj region. 
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Fig. 12. Farj: cross carved on a lintel of a chapel west of the sc:ttlement (Drawing S. Gibson) . 

A sample of 50 dolmens was examined , of which one with a double burial chamber 
was planned. Dolmen clusters tended to be concentrated in stony areas unsuitable 
for cultivation. Bronze Age sherds were collected in the fields . Stage II is repres
ented by rectangular fields with boundary walls and earthen banks, associated with 
the Late Hellenistic and Early Roman quarters northeast and southeast of the 
settlement. Stage III is characterized by a weII-regulated planned complex of field 
systems divided into strips with straight boundary waIIs. It extended in a northwest 
to southeast direction over a distance of 1 km east of the settlement. To the 
northeast , there were stone-cleared areas suitable for grazing. Areas 500 metres 
to the east of the settlement comprised regulated clearances with boundary walls. 
This stage is probably to be associated with the Late Roman to Byzantine occupa
tion at Farj. Stage IV covers the modern restoration of field systems close to the 
settlement or alongside roads leading out of the settlement. Curvilinear animal 
pens are found on the edge of the settlement to the north and south. 

Er-Ramthaniyye 

The densely built-up settlement of Er-Ramthaniyye covers the rocky summit and 
the slopes of a volcanic plug and part of the plain below it. It is famous in the 
history of the Jewish Settlement of Palestine for the failed attempt at establishing 
there between 1885 and 1887 a colony of the Benei Yehuda, for which the British 
Zionist and philanthropist Sir Laurence Oliphant canvassed for funds. The only 
building on the site, besides ancient foundations and a plentiful supply of building 
stones, was, according to Oliphant 'a large and ancient fortress' on the summit of 
the hill , which the colonists inhabited . Oliphant (1886, 81) published the drawing 
of a palm tree surrounded by a Greek inscription carved on a basalt block , which 
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one of the Jewish colonists had sent him . The German engineer Gottlieb Schum
acher (who visited Er-Ramthaniyye while planning a railway line intended to con
nect Haifa with Damascus) also drew this carving and published it. He interpreted 
the 'fortress' as a Christian building, because of the elaborate carvings and the 
palm tree inscription in reuse (Schumacher, 1888,231-5) . 

The site consists of three small volcanic plugs in a line from north to south: 
the hill of Er-Ramthaniyye with Roman and Byzantine remains, the larger Tell 
Er-Ramthaniyye, and a nameless hillock further south. The area around these 
volcanic plugs, with fertile basaltic brown Mediterranean soils in the uneroded 
parts and basaltic lithosols in the eroded parts, has a stony undulating surface 
which gradually slopes down towards the southwest. The entire district was once 
covered with oak trees. 

Eleven sources of water have been identified in and around Er-Ramthaniyye. 
The settlement had two major sources of water: a large pool known as Birket 
Er-Ramthaniyye at its eastern foot, and a spring 'Ain Er-Ramthaniyye at its north
western foot. 

A settlement of the Early Bronze Age was found 500 metres to the southeast 
of the hill of Er-Ramthaniyye. The settlement covers an area of 1.7 hectare and 
is located on a low ridge overlooking to the south the seasonal stream Seil el-Hejaf. 
The settlement had a chain of large rectangular rooms extending for 150 m to the 
northeast. The southwestern flank of the settlement was edged by a wall which 
was probably quite high judging by the quantities of fallen stones on the slope 
below it. Similar settlements dated to between the Chalcolithic and the Middle 
Bronze Age have been discovered by Frank Braemer (1991) in the Hauran. 

Altogether 425 pieces of Bronze Age pottery were collected during the sherding 
of the agricultural plots of land . The discovery of potsherds from this period scat
tered in agricultural plots up to a distance of 1 km away from the protohistoric 
settlement suggests woodland clearance and an intensive agricultural use of the 
land even at this early date . A preliminary examination suggests that some of the 
sherds may date from the Early Bronze Age (3rd millennium BC). 

The megalithic landscape of Er-Ramthaniyye is represented by a field of 86 
dolmens. Fifty-six are located in the rocky zone to the southeast of the hill of 
Er-Ramthaniyye. All the megaliths, with one exception, consist of burial cists 
within tumuli. The cist chambers were lined with upright boulders and were 
covered over with large slabs. The tumuli were built of large fieldstones or heaps 
of small stones, and were usually surrounded by a ring wall of large boulders. 
All the dolmens investigated by our survey team resembled each other with one 
exception. This dolmen consisted of an oblong space (4 x 1.80 m) with a northern 
entrance and walls of large boulders. This megalithic construction does not have 
a tumulus, and belongs to the so-called 'free-standing' type of dolmen. In its ori
ginal state, however, it was probably covered by an earthen mound. 

Previous studies on dolmens, notably by Claire Epstein (1985), have concen
trated on typology , function and date. Little work has been done on the spatial 
distribution of major types of dolmens within the landscapes of the Golan. Such 
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a study could reveal evidence for various forms of social stratification. An example 
of this may exist at Er-Ramthaniyye where one 'free-standing' dolmen was 
recorded in an area which otherwise only had tumuli-dolmens. Dolmens are notori
ously difficult to date. The earliest artefacts found in dolmens recently excavated 
in the Golan, are dated to the EB IV (MB I) period (approximately 2000 BC). 
Dolmens of a much earlier date have been excavated in Jordan with artefacts of 
the Early Bronze I period, that is from the beginning of the 3rd millennium Bc. 
In an earlier publication (Gibson and Dauphin, 1990, 39), we expressed the opin
ion that dolmens in the Golan were periodically reused or rebuilt for burial pur
poses throughout the protohistoric period , beginning with the Early Bronze I or 
II. The EB IV (or MB I) was probably the final period in which the practice of 
dolmen construction still persisted in the Golan; this would account for the fact 
that most of the artefacts found in dolmens are from that period . Recently, Vin
itzky (1992) has pointed to a co-relation between the distribution pattern of dol
mens and Early Bronze Age settlements in the Golan . 

The agricultural lands of Er-Ramthaniyye extended over an area of approxim
ately 6 sq. km (Fig. 13). During our survey, 222 plots of land were examined 
within a radius of 1 km around the hill of Er-Ramthaniyye. The ancient field 
system consisted of rectangular plots. The fields were probably given a rectangular 
shape in antiquity in order to make it easier for surveyors to measure them with 
cords for purposes of taxation . In addition , the rectangular shape of a plot of land 
would have facilitated ploughing procedures. As opposed to the shape of individual 
plots of land, the blocks of fields were shaped according to natural topographical 
features and by the position of pre-existing local roads. These roads radiate out 
from the settlement in all directions, linking it with villages in the vicinity. 

Large quantities of Roman pottery dating from the 1st and 2nd centuries AD 

were found scattered over the entire area of ancient field systems. The pottery was 
deposited in the fields as part of various soil-improving agents including farmyard 
manure, ashes and domestic rubbish of all sorts. 

Many fields were probably used for the cultivation of winter crops, notably 
horsebean , barley and wheat. Olive groves, orchards , vineyards and hand-irrigated 
plots were tended within the immediate vicinity of the settlement. Fruit trees were 
cultivated in this part of the Golan only at times of prosperity and relative security. 
Vegetables were grown probably at all times next to the spring of 'Ain er
Ramthaniyye . Cattle breeding probably also played a part in the economy of the 
Roman village, and corrals for livestock can be identified in the rocky area to the 
southwest of the settlement up to the northern foot of Tell Er-Ramthaniyye. 

The survey of the settlement at Er-Ramthaniyye revealed the remains of agricul
tural installations of basalt , which were used for the processing of olives , and for 
the grinding of wheat. The discovery of oil-press installations at Er-Ramthaniyye 
does not lend support to recent suggestions that there was agricultural specializa
tion in this part of the Golan with large areas dedicated exclusively to the cultiva
tion of grain crops. The investigation of agricultural installations at Kafr Naffakh , 
EI-Khushniyye and Farj, also surveyed by the Golan Byzantine Expedition, sug-
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Fig. 13. Plan of the settlement of Er-Ramthaniyye and its field systems (Drawing S. Gibson) . 

gest the practice of agricultural diversification during antiquity with the cultivation 
of grain crops, vine and fruit trees. The production of olive oil was clearly not 
restricted to the central-western and southern Golan , as a recent survey of oil 
presses in the Golan would lead us to believe. 

A small agricultural settlement was founded at Er-Ramthaniyye during the Early 
Roman period, perhaps part of the settlement initiative of Herod the Great under
taken from 23 BC. The Golan was then a predominantly Jewish area, bordered to 
the north and south by the Districts of Paneas and Hippos. Er-Ramthaniyye was 
perhaps one of the villages in the area of the fortified town of Sogane, which 
Flavius Josephus locates in the 'Upper Golan ' district (De Bello ludaico II , xx: 6; 
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IV, i: 1). The Roman village was established on the southern and western slopes 
of the hill of Er-Ramthaniyye. Stone quarries probably dating from this period 
were found to the northwest of the settlement. A few house walls have survived, 
incorporated into later buildings. A rock-cut burial cave with loculi was found to 
the south of the settlement on the northeastern slope of Tell Er-Ramthaniyye. A 
Jewish presence is indicated at Er-Ramthaniyye by menorot engraved on four 
lintels found in secondary use at the foot of the hill. The archaeological evidence 
suggests that the settlement at Er-Ramthaniyye flourished without interruption 
throughout the 2nd century AD. During the 3rd century, economic decline set into 
the region. The frequent incursion of nomads from the east into the fertile agricul
turallands of the Golan and the burdensome Roman taxes, brought about a sub
stantial switch from grain and fruit cultivation to extensive cattle raising. Although 
the site had no strategic value, a guard tower was erected on the summit of the 
hill overlooking the village of Er-Ramthaniyye and protecting it from nomadic 
incursions. Its masonry of poorly squared blocks and mortar suggests that it was 
built during the reign of the Emperor Philip the Arab (AD 244-249). 

On the summit of the volcanic plug of Er-Ramthaniyye, a large structure can 
be identified as the Martyrion of Saint John the Baptist consecrated in June 377 
AD. The Martyrion was located within an enclosure wall which encircled the rocky 
scarp at the summit. An eleven-line Greek inscription revealed that the Martyrion 
was founded by Flavius Na'aman, most illustrious ordinarius of a military unit, on 
completing his service. The name of Saint John was also found inscribed above a 
carving which would have accommodated a centrally-fixed metal icon of his head. 
A relic of Saint John the Baptist may have found its way to Er-Ramthaniyye in 
the dispersal of the relics of the Baptist after the destruction of his tomb at Sebaste 
in 361-2 during the pagan revival under Emperor Julian the Apostate. 

At a subsequent stage during the Byzantine period the Martyrion was rebuilt in 
coursed, squared blocks. Elaborate high-relief carvings adorned the walls and 
arches (Fig. 14), and the floor was paved with a mosaic. This phase of the building 
is attributed by a Greek inscription to a clarissimus, Balbionos, probably in the 
6th century. The Martyrion stood within an enclosed complex, in association with 
a monastery consisting of an arrangement of rooms around a central courtyard, a 
funerary chapel connected with a burial-cave, and a ring of caves at the foot of 
the rocky escarpment. 

Er-Ramthaniyye became the focus of the Ghassanid Christian nomads who 
flocked to the site to commemorate the birth of St John the Baptist on 24 June 
and his beheading on 29 August. Their encampments or hirtat consisted of clusters 
of curvilinear enclosures serving as tent bases; these were found during our survey 
mainly east of the settlement. The largest of them covers an area 200 x 250 m. 
Liturgical processions appear to have linked the major roads leading from the 
north, south and east, towards the large pool of water at the eastern foot of 
the hill of Er-Ramthaniyye. Encampments were positioned along these routes in 
association with outdoor altars, standing stones, some of which were carved with 
grooves and crosses, and map stones. These unique map stones showing the layout 
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Fig. 14. Er-Ramthaniyye: relief carving in the Martyrion of St John the Baptist (Drawing S. Gibson). 

of roads around Er-Ramthaniyye and the position of various sources of water, 
probably served a ceremonial rather than functional purpose . The object of Ghas
sanid devotion were the relics in the Martyrion on the summit of the hill, cared 
for throughout the year by custodian monks. 

The Ghassanid hirta encampment at Er-Ramthaniyye comprised four buildings 
in the plain to the southwest, of which two were administrative. The remains of a 
few farm houses on the slopes below the religious complex on the summit, suggest 
a process of sedentarization. Sherd scatters representing manuring practices indic
ate that only a very narrow belt of fields within a radius of 100 metres around the 
hill of Er-Ramthaniyye was used for cultivation. The subsistence crops grown in 
these fields can only have been used by the few monks living at the site and the 
families of a few tenant farmers. 

Er-Ramthaniyye was abandoned following the conquest of the Golan in AD 636 
by Muslim Arabs from the Hedjaz. Only a few sherds dating from this period were 
found during the survey. Apart from a brief occupation during the Mamluk period , 
Er-Ramthaniyye was uninhabited throughout the Medieval period. Until the 19th 
::entury, the area was used mainly as pastureland by various Bedouin tribes . 
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Following in the footsteps of 19th-century explorers, notably Oliphant and Schu
macher, Claire Epstein and Shemarya Gutman (1972) conducted an extremely 
important emergency survey from 1968, at a time when both the archaeological 
history of the Golan was unknown and the future of archaeological research in 
this region was uncertain. Their aim was to prepare a comprehensive list of archae
ological sites in the Golan. Dan Urman , as Archaeology Staff Officer for the Golan 
(until 1975) , continued to investigate the Golan sites by conducting surveys and 
excavations (Urman, 1985). Zvi Ma'oz concentrated on locating Jewish remains 
(both inscriptions and pieces of architectural sculpture from synagogues) at some 
of these sites (Ma'oz, 1981; Ma'oz and Killebrew, 1988). By taking a sample of 
four sites, our survey had other aims. It attempted to trace different modes of 
settlement growth from the Roman to the Ottoman period. Ultimately, our survey 
developed into a study of these settlements within the context of ancient Man-made 
landscapes from the Bronze Age to modern times. 
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EIC eEOC, 'One God' 

VARDA SUSSMAN 

This Late Byzantine lamp with an inverted Greek inscription is an important con
tribution to a corpus of inscribed Byzantine lamps from Israel and Jordan (Fig. 
1) . The provenance of this object , which comes from the collection of the late 
Professor A. Reifenberg, is unknown. I Two questions arise concerning the lamp: 
who made the inscription and why it was executed with an inverted script? 

The Inscription 

The lamp bears on its nozzle , within an enclosure of nondescript shape, two words 
in two rows: EIC eEOC, 'One God', in an inverted script, which was to be read 
from right to left. The letters were freely incised into the mould , resulting in linear 
relief on the surface of the lamp. The letters are of unequal size, those of EIC 
being larger than those of the second row, eEOC. One did not have to be a 
trained scribe to write or copy this combination of seven letters. All the letters are 
versions of open or closed circles, simple forms which could , with the addition of 
a short line , be changed into the letters E or e. 

Description of the Lamp 

The lamp is mould-made and does not fit into any of the known classification 
schemes. Its pear-shape stands on a ring base decorated inside with a wheel-like 
pattern formed by eight evenly spaced spokes (Fig. 2) . The flat upper part of the 
lamp is pierced by a small, carelessly executed , circular filling-hole bordered by a 
narrow rim. The wick-hole , surrounded by a ring, occupies the entire end of the 
nozzle. 

The decoration is in two bands. The inner band around the filling hole consists 
of two strings of dots on one side which merge into a single string on the opposite 
side . The outer band has a ladder-like pattern which runs along the body and ends 
near the wick hole where the pattern is disrupted by the inscription. 

The Date 

The lamp does not fall into any of the well-known categories of lamps since it 
combines elements from many different types. Its pear shape was common from 
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·Fig. 1. Lamp with inverted Greek inscription near nozzle. 

Fig. 2. Reverse of lamp with ring base decorated with wheel-like pattern . 
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Late Roman times and remained popular throughout the Byzantine period. It is 
reminiscent of the Beit-Nattif, Judaean, Yabneh and other local lamp types.2 The 
decorated ring base of this lamp is similar to those found on lamps of the Yabneh 
type. Additional details of this lamp, its encircled wick-hole and the lack of handle 
have parallels in the 'candlestick' type of lamps (Nitowsky, 1974, 18-34; idem, 
1986; Loffreda, 1989, pI 1: 3; M 5: 1- 3). The crudely drawn patterns on the upper 
part are similar to lamps found in a burial cave at Zuweita in Samaria.3 The 
eight-spoked wheel pattern depicted on the base is well known on lamps from the 
Early Arab period (Rosenthal and Sivan, 1978, Nos. 536,537,543; Loffreda, 1989, 
PI. 18: 4, 6; Chan Klaiber, 1997, N. 383).4 The combination oftwo different bands, 
an inner one composed of circles and a ladder design on the outer, are common 
to Early Arab types of lamps,5 such as those which have on their nozzles the sign 
W, which stands probably for the Greek word <l>WS, or the depiction of the Holy 
Cross itself. 

There is evidence that Greek inscriptions on lamps generally disappeared and 
were replaced by Arabic script during the 8th century AD. 6 Greek inscriptions with 
the name of Allah , written in Arabic script, are known from late 'candlestick' type 
of lamps. Inscriptions in Greek are also found on Early Arab lamps of the Jerash 
type dating from the 6th- 7th centuries AD (Nitowsky, 1974,34: Group XII; Saller 
and Testa , 1961 , 172-287, Fig. 8: a-c; 193-4) . 

All the above mentioned similarities help place our lamp in the Late Byzantine 
period, to no later than the middle of the 8th century AD. 

The Origin of the Inscription 

Who was responsible for selecting EIC eEOC, 'One God', for a lamp inscription? 
These words are a monotheistic expression used by Samaritans, Christians and 
pagans (Bonner, 1950; Peterson, 1926; Pummer, 1987, 251-ti3), and adapted from 
the passage in Deuteronomy 6:4: 'Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God is one God'. 
Samaritan oil lamps have phrases and prayers praising God taken from the Bible, 
(Ben Zvi, 1961, 139-142; Sussman, 1986-7, 133-46, Fig. 1), written mainly in the 
Samaritan script. However, Greek inscriptions on Samaritan lamps are known 
(Sussman, 1978,238-50, PI. 41: B-C) , and one of them, as suggested by J. Naveh 
(1988,36-43, No. 49), is perhaps even bilingual: EIC in Greek and KUMAi1~'p 
in Samaritan appearing on the nozzle of a Late Byzantine oil lamp (Sussman, 
1978, 238-50). None of the lamps found so far bear Hebrew inscriptions. 

The inscription EIC eEOC has been found on other small artefacts in a bilingual 
form. On amulets the phrase: 7' "U?' ?N:;) l'N (Deut. 33:26) appears ali one side 
and EIC eEOC on the other. Bilingual inscriptions with EIC eEOC include an 
iron bracelet of the 4th-tith centuries from Caesarea (Hamburger, 1959,43-5, PI. 
4: A-B; cf. Rafaeli 1920-1, 143-44); a stamp from the Hauran with Greek letters 
in two rows (Savignac, 1904, 260-ti6); and a ring in the shape of a cross from Syria 
(Nichon, 1905, 554--78). A capital from Emmaus has the inscription1"'U?' ?N:;) l'N 
in Samaritan and EIC eEOC on the other side (Clermont-Ganneau, 1881, 277-
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321, PI. I: C-D) . All these objects belong to the Byzantine period . The expression 
'One God' is also a very common ending on longer inscriptions, especially on 
Samaritan amulets (Kaplan, 1975, 158; idem, 1967, 158--62). 

The inscriptions used by Christians on lamps made in Syria/Palestine, always 
follow a well-known formula in which Christ is usually mentioned, but never God. 
In addition to these Greek inscriptions, on some lamps the word ALLAH was 
added in Arabic letters (Nitowsky, 1974, 34; Naveh, 1988, 36). 

Christian lamps with inscriptions made in Egypt differ from Syro-Palestinian 
lamps. The Egyptian lamps have inscriptions which mainly mention holy people, 
with the many different versions of their names (Bailey, 1988, III, Pis. 52- 53: 
Q2114-2339 dating from AD 50()...{j50. See also Lamps Q2214, Q2224 and Q2230). 
There are also some lamps mentioning God: 'The word of God, the grace of God'; 
'Great is the name of God'; 'God, Father, Almighty'. On Christian lamps of the 
Byzantine period made in North Africa, from Carthage, Christian symbols are 
depicted, such as the fish, with the accompanying Greek inscription in inverted 
writing around the shoulder (Hoff, 1986, No. 137 dating from the 4th--6th centur
ies; Deneauve , 1969, PI. cIII: 1137 dated to the 3rd-4th centuries). These inscrip
tions mainly mention the identity of the workshops. 

On Moslem lamps from the Early Arab period in Palestine the name of Allah 
is found along the nozzle, or alternately the inscription: 'In the name of ALLAH' 
appears inscribed in Arabic letters. 7 

Local Christian inscriptions written on lamps follow certain rules which seem to 
apply solely to lamps. The name of God never appeared by itself on any of the 
Christian lamps . 

An indirect mention of the name of God is found on Samaritan lamps where 
abbreviations for God or nicknames taken from different biblical verses appear. 
Moslems, as stated above , wrote God's name in Arabic letters , but never as the 
formula 'One God' as did the Christians in Egypt. 

It seems to me on the basis of the above information that the inscription 'One 
God' on our Palestinian lamp was produced by the Samaritans. However, the lamp 
could equally have been bought and used by Jews and Christians. 

The Inverted Script 

Naveh has suggested that inverted writing was mainly done purposefully and that 
it was believed to be efficacious as a charm or as a form of magical protection 
against evil powers (Naveh , 1988, 43) . However, we find correctly formed inscrip
tions as well as inverted writing on numerous lamps, including the 'candlestick' 
type of lamps. If the lamps served as charms, and we know that some of them did 
serve that purpose , then lamps bearing non-inverted inscriptions were , presum
ably, just as efficacious as those with the inverted inscriptions. A short inscription 
like EIC eEOC, which was very well known, could easily have been copied by 
an inexperienced engraver without the foreseeable results. As we have noticed, 
the whole lamp was carelessly fashioned, suggesting that it was not the product of 
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a skilled artisan. Of course, when removed from the mould, the lamp would bear 
an inverted or mirror image inscription. Hence, the inverted script could be inter
preted (as J. Naveh has done) in two different ways: as a charm aimed at thwarting 
evil powers or perhaps the result of a mishap during the production process. 

Finally, an important observation concerning lamps, which seems not to have 
been noticed before, is that those bearing verses concerning faith or prayer were 
restricted mainly to Near Eastern workshops. This applies to lamps made from 
the Late Roman through the Byzantine and Early Arab periods. On the other 
hand, in lamps from the Occident, we find the heritage of the Pagan world and its 
art, with its depictions of figurative art expressed in biblical scenes adapted by 
Christianity, such as the story of Jonah and the Whale. Later, New Testament 
sources were drawn upon, giving additional symbols such as the Good Shepherd, 
the fish, as well as the Cross and the chi-rho. Near Eastern lamps of the Byzantine 
period are also sometimes decorated with the above mentioned scenes, but these 
were probably copied from the Western world (e.g. the Good Shepherd motif 
and the fish). The Near Eastern type of lamp, with a wide and open filling hole, 
left the nozzle and the shoulders running along the body available for inscriptional 
material, in addition to symbols. In the West, however, the main attention was 
focussed on the discus, while the shoulders were frequently decorated with floral 
and geometric patterns. 

One can only wonder whether it was the Eastern Byzantine missionary approach 
to religion that ultimately led to the expression in writing of its faith. 

Notes 

1 I would like to thank Mrs A. Reifenberg for allowing me to publish this lamp. The 
photograph was made by Z. Radovan. 

2 Baramki (1936, 3-10; PI VI: 6, 8-10, 13-15; PL. XI: 1) includes lamp bases from Beit 
Nattif decorated with concentric circles. His lamp No. 15 has a Greek inscription on its 
base. At Ramat Rahel, Aharoni (1964, Pis 14, 15: 1, Cave 784, lamp PI 14: 4; PI 15: 1) 
published a lamp decorated with a wheel pattern which has a wide wick-hole and is separated 
from the body by a curved line. All of the lamps found have handles. See also Sussman 
(1969, 69-71, Pis XIV-XV) for lamps from Rehovot. 

3 These finds come from a robbed burial cave at Zuweita, excavated by the Israel 
Antiquities Authority, but not yet published. 

4 The lamp published by Chan Klaiber (1977, No. 383) has four Maltese crosses on its 
discus and a Greek inscription around the shoulder referring to St Sergios. It is from 
Alexandria in Egypt and is dated to the 5th-6th centuries. 

5 See Frova (1965, 265: b), for examples from Caesarea. This type of lamp was extremely 
popular during the Early Arab period. 

6 Rosenthal and Sivan (1978, Lamps Nos 579-581) for examples of rounded inscribed 
lamps. The names of people mentioned on some of these rounded lamps may indicate that 
this type originated in Egypt. 

7 Lamps found during the excavation of the synagogue at Hammath Tiberias. These have 
not yet been published and I am grateful to Prof M. Dothan for allowing me to mention 
them . 
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A Burial Cave in Moshav Zippori 

DAN URMAN 

In August 1975, during construction work within the courtyard of the present-day 
Kupat Rolim (health clinic) of Moshav Zippori (map ref. 1764023925), a bulldozer 
hit a burial cave . The author was sent by the then Director of the Israel Depart
ment of Antiquities, Mr A . Eitan, to excavate the cave .1 A preliminary survey in 
the area of the cave showed that the bulldozer had destroyed the cave's entrance, 
knocked down part of its ceiling and badly damaged the northern arcosolium (Fig. 
1) . 

O .... _-== ==-_....,;j3m 

Fig. 1. Plan and sections of the burial cave at Zippori . 

38 



A BURIAL CAVE IN MOSHAV ZIPPORI 

The Cave 

The cave probably had a rock-hewn entry vestibule leading from the east, but it 
has not been preserved. The cave's entrance was also destroyed by the bulldozer. 
Close to the presumed location of the entrance, within the cave, was a rock-hewn 
step which may hint at the original width of the entrance. The step is 0.65 m wide, 
0.30 m deep, and the height is 0.17 m. During the excavation, the remains of yet 
another, upper, step was found belonging to the cave's entrance; its measurements 
are probably identical with the one below it. 

From the entrance, there was access to a chamber, completely cut out of the 
rock, measuring 2.10 x 1.80 m; its maximum height was 1.65 m. Arcosolia were 
found in the northern, western and southern walls of the chamber (an arcosolium 
was a raised burial shelf covered over by an arch). 

In the northern arcosolium, which had been badly damaged by the bulldozer 
(Fig. 2), were hewn three kokhim (loculi) with a trough-like burial space at the 
bottom of each one. The length of the kokhim ranged between 1.70 m and 1.60 
m, with a width of 0.40 m. Due to the bulldozer damage it was impossible to 
estimate their height, but they were probably similar to the height of the undam
aged kokhim in the western and southern arcosolia. 

Five kokhim were found in the well-preserved western arcosolium (Fig. 3), with 

Fig. 2. The northern arcosolium. 
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Fig. 3. The western arcosolium and its kokkim. 

measurements similar to those of the northern arcosolium, and with a maximum 
height of 0.55 m. Trough-like burial spaces were also found cut into the bottom 
of these five kokhim. 

In the southern arcosolium were three kokhim (Fig. 4). They had a length about 
1.40 m, a width of 0.40 m and their height ranged between 0.65 to 0.75 m. These 
kokhim also had trough-like burial spaces. 

The Finds 

It was difficult to determine whether or not the cave had been looted during the 
time which elapsed between its discovery by the bulldozer and the beginning of 
the excavation. In any case, a few potsherds dating from the late Byzantine and 
Late Arab periods, which were found on the chamber's floor, made it clear that 
the cave had been visited on a number of occasions in the past by tomb robbers. 

Scattered human bones were found in almost all of the eleven kokhim, and also 
here and there on the chamber's floor. They had all been severely damaged by 
various tomb robbers. Most of the postsherds found in the cave can be dated to 
the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD, but nothing typologically specific was noted. Remains 
of several glass vessels were found in kokhim 4,5 and 8, in the western arcosolium. 
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Fig. 4. The three kokkim in the southern arcosolium. 

However, the only find which appeared to be in situ, was exposed in kokh 11 in 
the northern arcosolium. This find consisted of the remains of two glass vessels 
which had survived under the collapsed debris of the ceiling of the northern arcoso
lium which covered the kokh.2 

Bottle (IAA Reg. No 75-982; Fig 5) 
Made of light-green glass. The rim and the upper part of the neck are missing. 
The neck is cylindrical, widening upwards and downwards. The body is spherically
compressed; it has a diameter of 105 mm. The wall of the body was squeezed 
inwards at one place during the blowing process. The base is concave; it has a 
diameter of about 55 mm. The bottle is preserved to a height of 95 mm. 

Similar globular bottles or flasks, generally dated to the second half of the 3rd 
and to the 4th centuries AD, were found at EI Bassa (Iliffe, 1934, 89, Figs 23, 25). 
Nahariyah (Avi-Yonah, 1941. PI. B; Barag, 1970, 192, Type 15), from the Dom
inus Flevit in Jerusalem (Bagatti and Milik, 1958, 142, Fig. 33:9), Hanita (Barag, 
1978, 25-6, Fig. 13:51), and Lohamei HaGeta'ot (Peleg, 1991, 139, Fig. 9:2-4, 
and p. 146, Nos 8-10) . Examples are also known from Cyprus (Vessberg 1956: 
160, Fig. 48: 13-15). 

41 



DAN URMAN 

o 

~ 

\ 
"") 

/ 

/ 

,// 

'<"'" 
Fig. 5. A glass bottle from kokk 11. 

luglet (Fig. 6) 
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Made of light-green glass. The preserved remains of the juglet consist of the rim, 
handle, base, parts of the neck and a few body-sections. The rim, which has a 
diameter of 43 mm, is folded inwards. There is a single horizontal trail of the same 
colour, below the rim. The neck is cylindrical spreading to a globular body. A 
vertical ledge-handle extends from the rim to the body. The base is discus-like; it 
has a diameter of 40 mm. 

Similar juglets, also dating from the second half of the 3rd and 4th centuries AD, 

have been found at El Bassa (Iliffe, 1934, 88, Fig. 18 [but note that the shape of 
the body is different]), in the Dominus Flevit excavations in Jerusalem (Bagatti 

42 



A BURIAL CAVE IN MOSHA V ZIPPORI 

Fig . 6. Remains of a glass juglet from kokk 11. 

o 
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and Milik, 1956, 145, Fig. 34:15), and at lalame (Weinberg, 1988: 65 , 67 , Fig . 4-
28: 219). 

Summary 

The general date of the potsherds found in the cave and the dating of the two 
glass vessels described above , suggests that the cave was hewn in the 2nd century 
AD and that it was used for burial purposes during the second half of the 3rd 
century and perhaps also at the beginning of the 4th century AD. 

Notes 

1 Israel Department of Antiquities Licence No. 565. 
2 The author would like to extend his thanks to Mr Oded Feder for his help with the 

study of the two glass vessels . 
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A Sculpted Right Foot Wearing a Sandal, 
From Qal'at Bustra in the Hermon 

RIVKA GERSHT and SHIMON DAR 

This sculpted foot was found during the 1991 archaeological survey at Qal'at Bustra 
in the Hermon (Map ref. 74866865).1 The site, which includes a temple within a 
temenos and a well-preserved farmhouse, is located about 4 km to the northwest 
of Banias. It was occupied during the Hellenistic and Roman periods according to 
coins and pottery discovered at the site (Dar, 1978, 65-7, pis 6-7 , 28-30; idem , 
1992a, 1-2; 1992b, 302- 8) . 

The foot was found in the area of the temenos . It was carved out of a honey
coloured marble. The colour of the stone suggests that the statue was made of 
pentelic marble. However, only an isotopic analysis of the marble could confirm 
this hypothesis. . 

The foot is badly damaged: only the ankle and heel are preserved. The fragment 
has a height of 10 cm, a length of 15 cm , and a width of 7.6 cm. The perimeter of 
the foot at the ankle is about 24 cm. The size of the fragment indicates that the foot 
belonged to a life-sized male figure. Although it is difficult to ascertain whether or 
not the figure was standing or sitting, the structure of the ankle and the angle at 
which it was connected to the leg in front , suggests that the foot originally touched 
the base of the statue but only with the toes. It can therefore be assumed that the 
left foot was placed flat on the surface of the base. 

The footwear is represented by a leather sandal with a sole (of which only a 
small part under the heel has been preserved) and crossed straps. The strap that 
encircles the ankle is wider at the back. It narrows in the internal part and separates 
externally into two straps. The straps tie in front and have their edges dangling on 
both sides of a tongue that covers a knot. The tongue allows us to classify this 
footwear as belonging to a type of lingula sandal (Morrow, 1985, 117-20, 147). 

The earliest known examples of lingula sandals in sculpture are from the 3rd 
century Be and were found in Italy. From the 2nd century Be these types of sandals 
began appearing in the Hellenistic art of Asia Minor. The fashion of lingula sandals 
seems to have spread to Asia Minor at the time of the eastward influx of Roman 
citizens which occurred after the Pergamene kingdom had passed into Roman 
hands in 133 Be (Morrow, 1985 , 117-20). 

In the Roman period , representations of lingula sandals frequently appeared on 
the sculpted feet of gods and intellectuals . Most of these were copies and variations 
of Hellenistic statues, such as the statues of Asclepius from Salamis (Karageorghis, 
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Fig. 1. Map of the region. 

1964,15, pI. XIII) and Serapis from Perge (Ozgtir, 1987, N, 26). Also the statues 
of a philosopher or poet found in the Odeon at Aphrodisias (Erim, 1990, 88, PI. 
121), the Stoic philosopher Chrysippos (Richter, 1984, Fig, 70) and the statue of 
the orator Aischines, which was found at Herculaneum (Richter, 1984, 73, Fig, 
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Fig. 2. The foot , frontal and inner side. 

-- -
Fig. 3. The foot, front and outer side. 
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- -
Fig. 4. The foot , view from ankle and inner side. 

, 
40b). The form of these sandals differed one from the other, not only in the 
number of straps and the way that the straps were wrapped around the foot, but 
also in the form of the tongue , which sometimes had a straight end, and sometimes 
ended with three triangles. In all of these examples, the leather straps , including 
the tongue, never passed beyond the beginning of the toes, leaving them com
pletely free . However, in the statue of Poseidon , found in the Agora of Izmir 
(dating from the 2nd century AD , see Akurgal, 1987, Taf. 236), the toes were 
'imprisoned' by the straps of the sandal. The tongue of the sandal of the Poseidon 
statue widened slightly towards two volutes / and then ended in a triangle with the 
vertex pointing to the toes. 

The toes of the foot from Qal'at Bustra are missing and only half of the tongue 
has survived. Therefore, we do not know if the toes were uncovered or whether 
they were 'imprisoned' within the straps of the sandals. It is also not known how 
the tongue ended, whether in a linear form or serrated , or with volutes and a 
triangle. About 2.5 ems above a fracture on the front part of the foot, the tongue 
narrows and it is possible to see a flat depression in the form of a half-circle on its 
right side. While the damage caused to the tongue is great , it is tempting to see 
this depression as the remains of a volute similar to those volutes on the sandals 
of the Poseidon statue and to the one from the Vatican collection.3 The wrapping 
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Fig. 5. Poseidon from the Agora of Izmir (after Akurgal) . 

of the straps around the heels of these sandals is similar to that of the sandal from 
Qal'at Bustra. 

It is conceivable that the sculptured foot wearing a sandal from Qal'at Bustra 
belonged to the statue of a god worshipped in the temple at the site. As various 
types of lingula sandals adorned sculptures of both the Hellenistic and Roman 
periods, the dating of our statue fragment solely based on stylistic grounds is 
impossible. Since the other finds from the site - pottery and coins - date from the 
Hellenistic and Roman periods, they are not very helpful in dating our foot frag-
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Fig. 6a-d . Drawings of the sculpted foot by Rodika Pinchas. 
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ment. However, the relative similarity which exists between the sandal from Qal'at 
Bustra and that of the Poseidon statue from Izmir, supports the idea that the 
statue originated in the Roman period. 

Notes 

1 We wish to thank Dr Susan Walker of the British Museum for her help in identifying 
the footwear as belonging to the lingula type of sandals: and Sonia Mucznik for her transla
tion of our manuscript. The foot was found by Rani Bar-Nur. 

2 Volutes were also inserted on the tongues of sandals of Hellenistic statues (see Morrow, 
1985, 118-19, Fig. 107 for sandals of a Zeus-Hero from Pergamon). 

3 Only the foot has survived and the attribution is not clear (Lippold , 1956, Taf. 110/48). 
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According to several early Byzantine Church histories, the first archaeological 
excavation to take place in Jerusalem occurred in the 4th century. It was not the 
kind of excavation that we would today condone , for it was really something of a 
treasure hunt. Nevertheless, the aim was to uncover a religious artefact from the 
past , rather than treasure. This relic was duly found and was believed to be the 
cross on which Jesus was crucified . 

The director of the excavation was Helena, the elderly mother of Constantine , 
the first Christian Roman emperor. Her excavation was prompted by dreams and 
visions, and the right place to dig was pointed out by a heavenly sign . Proof that 
the excavated beam of wood was truly the cross was afforded by a demonstration 
that it had the power to heal a mortally-ill woman. On the site of the excavation 
a magnificent basilica was erected by the emperor, and was named the 'Marturion', 
Greek for 'witness', which was transliterated into Latin as 'Martyrium' . While part 
of the cross was taken by Helena for familial use , most was kept in the church , 
within a silver chest. The wood of the cross became an important and venerated 
relic. 

There are two main ways of reading the accounts provided by ancient Church 
historians: one can either concentrate on understanding the theological issues at 
stake, and dismiss the tale as too legendary to be useful for reconstructing history, 
or one can perceive it as a true story, perhaps shaped by theology and ecclesiastical 
politics, but reflecting history nonetheless. Recently, two books have been pub
lished which seek to shed light on the origins of early Byzantine stories about the 
finding of the cross by Helena . The author of the first , by Jan Willem Drijvers 
regards these stories as legend, whereas the author of the second , Stephan Borge
hammar, regards the core of these stories as at heart historical. The two different 
ways of reading this material has, of course, broadly divided Protestant and Cath-
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olic scholars ever since the Reformation . To the Catholic mind, true traditions 
have been adequately preserved in patristic writings, and these are maintained by 
the Catholic Church. To the Protestant mind , however, ever since Luther and 
Calvin, the writings of the Church Fathers are much more open to question. From 
the beginning, the Reformers strongly doubted the authenticity of relics, especially 
those supposed to derive from Christ's cross. It has followed that Protestants have 
frequently dismissed early accounts of the finding of the cross as fictional and many 
modern Catholic scholars have now joined them. Drijvers and Borgehammer have 
opened up the question of the historicity of the story. Their books are among the 
most interesting to appear in patristic studies and deserve wide attention, not 
simply from Church historians , but from anyone seeking to understand the history 
of Byzantine Jerusalem . 

Both Drijvers and Borgehammar take it for granted that the Martyrium basilica 
built in Jerusalem by the Emperor Constantine was erected to honour the cross 
rather than the 'holy sepulchre', the tomb of Christ. In assuming this, they base 
themselves on scholarly opinion from the past decade , where this point has been 
convincingly argued. Since it has been commonly held for centuries that the basilica 
was built in honour of the rediscovered tomb , it may help to give a resume of this 
scholarship , before we consider newer arguments. 

In 1982 Ze'ev Rubin successfully put the cat among the pigeons by suggesting 
that the 'Father of Church History' , Eusebius of Caesarea (c. 260-340) , had not 
been telling the whole truth about the building of the Martyrium. It is well known 
that Eusebius wrote in his biography of Constantine (VC 3.25--40) that the emperor 
built the basilica to honour the tomb of Christ , which had been discovered nearby. 
Absolutely nothing was said about the finding of any cross. Nor was anything said 
about Helena's involvement , apart from the implication that she was in Palestine 
at around about the time the basilica was being built. Since it is common practice 
among historians to favour an earlier source rather than a later one, and since 
Eusebius is renowned as a fairly reliable source, Eusebius' silence on the matter 
was deemed significant. As Edward Gibbon stated in his monumental work , The 
History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1776--88, Chap. 23 , n. 66), 
'The silence of Eusebius ... satisfies those who think , but perplexes those who 
believe.' Rubin thought otherwise and his views were soon supported by Harold 
Drake (1985) . In summary, it was noted that while Eusebius did remain silent 
about the cross in the biography of Constantine, elsewhere, notably in a speech 
delivered in the presence of the emperor, he referred to the basilica as being 
'sacred to the saving sign', i.e . the cross , and as having been constructed 'on the 
very site of the evidence for salvation' (LC 9.16) . Moreover, in the letter written 
by Constantine to Macarius , which Eusebius faithfully preserved (VC 3.30-2), the 
emperor explicitly stated that the discovery made in Jerusalem, which warranted 
the building of a basilica, was the 'token of that most holy passion' and 'a clear 
assurance of the Saviour's passion'. Eusebius tried to mislead the reader into 
supposing that the reference was to the tomb, but the tomb is a token of the 
resurrection , not the passion. Moreover, Eusebius described the basilica as having 
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its main part - 'the hemisphere' (VC 3.38) - over the apse, and it was under where 
the apse was located that the cross was believed to have been found (Breviarius 
A. 2, d . Theodosius, De Situ 7). 

In addition , we have ample evidence from the remainder of the 4th century that 
the cross was venerated and that parts of it were disseminated throughout the 
empire. Only ten years after Eusebius wrote Constantine's biography, Cyril, 
Bishop of Jerusalem, noted that the 'whole world' had been filled with pieces of 
the cross (Cat .. 4.10, d . 10.19, 13.4, 39). In his letter to Constantius II, Con
stantine's son and successor, Cyril mentioned in passing that the wood of the cross 
was found in Jerusalem during the reign of his father. (Ep. Const. 3). Pieces of 
the cross were referred to by Gregory of Nyssa c. 379 (Vita Macrinae 989M) and 
John Chrysostom in 387 (Contra ludaeos et Gentiles. Quod Christus sit Deus 10). 
Archaeologists have uncovered two inscriptions in Algeria which refer to fragments 
of the cross: one from ancient Tixter dated c. 359 (CIL VIII. 20600) and another 
from Matifou, dated to before 371 (CIL VIII. 9255). 

So why did Eusebius avoid mentioning its discovery? Rubin (1982, 87-93) put 
it down to Church politics. Eusebius was Metropolitan of Caesarea, a rival see to 
Jerusalem. The relic gave Jerusalem added status. But Peter Walker (1990, 256-
60) perhaps comes closer to understanding Eusebius' reasons, when suggesting 
that Eusebius may have wished to avoid mentioning the suffering of Christ, the 
transcendent Logos. In addition, it seems that Eusebius remained somewhat scep
tical about the establishment of Christian holy places and holy things. 

Eusebius' silence therefore obscured historical facts. But what precisely did it 
obscure? Drijvers believes that the cross was uncovered during the course of the 
destruction of the temple of Venus, which had stood on the site since the days of 
Hadrian (from c. 135). We are left to imagine, however, that someone, somehow, 
picked up some wood , made it into a relic of the cross, and that the emperor 
constructed a church to commemorate it but with little prompting. Then some fifty 
years after Helena's death, someone made up the story that she had found it. 
Drijvers states , 

The legend of the discovery of the Cross originated in Jerusalem in the second half of the 
fourth century. The reason for its origin was undoubtedly the presence of a piece of wood 
thought to be the Cross of Christ, preserved in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (sic) in 
Jerusalem which had been the reason for building it. (p. 183) 

In other words, the fact that the relic existed and, without much ado, had 
become the object of great devotion, made people want to know how it came to 
exist, and so a story was invented to satisfy the curiosity of pilgrims. Yet there 
seems to be something missing here. Surely, people were not quite so gullible as 
to believe that wood dug up and put in the church constituted the cross on which 
Christ was crucified? At the very outset, they would have needed a reason to 
believe this to be the case. Christians of the time may have been too prone to 
believe 'miracles', but there is no miracle involved in Drijvers version of history, 
and without it he makes the clergy conspirators and the faithful fools. 
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Like Drijvers, Borgehammar concludes that the first written account of the 
legend was to be found in the (now lost) Church history of Gelasius of Caesarea 
(fl.. c. 390), a view first propounded by Winkelmann (1966a, 1966b). Unlike 
Drijvers, he attempts to reconstruct it , despite a wise admission that the result is 
'hypothetical' (p. 53). Nevertheless, his reconstruction seems plausible, given his 
careful record of how he got to it. He is aided by a thorough knowledge of the 
sources he works from: Rufinus, HE 10. 7-8; Socrates, HE 1.17; Sozomen, HE 
2.1-2; Theodoret, HE 1.18; Gelasius of Cyzicus, HE 3.6-8 (= Syntagma GCS 28, 
pp. 144-7); Alexander Monachus, De inventione Sanctae Crucis PG 87:3, cols. 
4016-76 and three hagiographical 'lives' of Constantine (BHG 362, 363, 365). 
While he compares and contrasts these sources intelligently, to follow his argument 
the reader must know Greek and Latin. His analysis will therefore be lost on those 
who do not , which is a shame, since it would have been easy for Borgehammar, 
given his linguistic ability, to provide English translations. 

Borgehammar goes on to consider versions of the story by Ambrose (De obitu 
Theodosi 40-51), Paulinus of Nola (Ep. 31) and the version of an early 'life' of 
Constantine (BHG 364) and concludes that these, like the account by Gelasius, 
witness to the existence of an oral account which circulated decades before its 
formal commitment to paper (with modifications) by Gelasius. Drijvers and Borge
hammar agree, at least, that Paulinus gained his knowledge of the legend from 
Melania the Elder (Drijvers, pp. 120-2, accepted by Borgehammar, p. 70). The 
Sitz im Leben of this story was a situation in which Jerusalem guides told pilgrims 
about the reasons why the Martyrium was built. As we know even today, accounts 
by guides can vary enormously in the amount of historical content they hold, but 
Borgehammar believes that this one contained a large part of historical fact. As 
he reconstructs it, the story went something like this: 

Helena, the pious mother of the pious Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem to seek 
out the places which had been hallowed by Christ. When she arrived , she was inspired to 
look especially for the Holy Cross , but its burial-place had fallen into oblivion. She then 
inquired of the inhabitants where the place of the Passion was, and found that it was covered 
by a heathen sanctuary. Having had this pulled down and the ground dug up, there appeared 
three crosses. The True Cross could not at first be identified, but moved by the Spirit, 
Helena applied the crosses to a mortally sick woman, and when the True Cross touched 
her, the woman was miraculously restored to health. Strengthened in her faith , the Empress 
had the Church of the Martyrium built over the spot where the Cross was found, and had 
a large part of the Cross deposited there in a silver casket. The Spirit then incited her also 
to search for the nails. Having found them, she had them put into the Emperor's helmet 
and forged to the bit of his horse, in fulfilment of the prophecy of Zechariah: 'That which 
is on the bit will be sacred to the Lord'. (pp. 78-9) 

This was then the story which Eusebius rejected, but nevertheless, argues Borge
ham mar , this comes closer to what took place than the account given by Eusebius. 
The Empress Helena came to Jerusalem and uncovered wood identified as the 
cross of Christ, as well as the nails on which he was fixed, at the site of the 
destroyed temple of Venus, and she demonstrated the wood came from the cross 
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by means of a healing miracle. Constantine ordered that a basilica should be built 
on the site in his letter to Macarius, and only after all this was the tomb discovered 
and included within the grand plan (Borgehammar, pp . 134-7). 

Borgehammar does not credit Helena with the initiative of ordering the destruc
tion of the temple of Venus, but believes instead that Constantine simply destroyed 
all the pagan sanctuaries that had been built in Jerusalem when he won power 
over the Roman East in 324. According to this scenario, the site was conveniently 
lying bare, ready for the empress to begin excavations. But this does not square 
with what we otherwise know about the emperor's tactics against paganism. Con
stantine indeed restricted pagan rites (Cod. Theod. 16.10.1-6) . He ordered his 
soldiers to strip temples in the East of precious metals (VC 3.54), but we know of 
only two cases, apart from that of the temple of Venus in Jerusalem, in which 
Constantine actually razed houses of worship to the ground: that of the temple of 
Astarte in Aphaca, Mt Lebanon and the temple of Asclepius at Aegae, Cilicia (VC 
3.55-6) . No source tells us that Constantine destroyed all the pagan sanctuaries in 
Jerusalem, only that he targeted the temple of Venus, because it stood on the 
place of the passion. This is rather curious , for it must mean that Constantine 
destroyed the temple of Venus before the discovery of the cross was made; only 
when this was uncovered did he write his letter to Macarius ordering the construc
tion of a basilica (VC 3.30-2) at the site which Eusebius never admitted was 
'Golgotha'. As Eusebius noted in regard to the construction of the church , perhaps 
with a note of scepticism, it was as if the emperor 'had this in mind for a long time 
and had seen with uncanny foresight what was to happen' (VC 3.29). It is very 
possible that Constantine wished to build a basilica in honour of the cross , his 
personal emblem, on the site of the temple of Venus in Jerusalem, and , for this 
reason , ordered the destruction of the building. Only after this act was Helena 
despatched to search for an object which would prove that the choice of location 
was a correct one. 

Borgehammar deletes from his 'guide-story' any reference to heavenly visions 
which inspired Helena, or to the celestial sign that directed the empress to the 
spot (cf. Rufinus, HE 10.7-8) , which shows perhaps a little too much editing. 
Helena was clearly 'directed' by more than just general knowledge. Neither in the 
extant early accounts nor in Borgehammar's reconstruction of Gelasius' Church 
history, does the populace of Jerusalem supply her with information, despite being 
asked; the site is simply 'revealed'. It is surprising that none of the stories about 
the finding of the cross relate that the Jerusalem church knew the precise location 
of Golgotha , or that Bishop Macarius could point it out to the empress. This 
contradicts what we otherwise know, that Golgotha was pointed out to Christian 
visitors 'in the northern parts of Mt Zion' c. 300 (Eusebius, Onomasticon 74. 19-
21), though within the Roman city (Melito of Sardis, Pasch. Hom. 93-4). Not a 
single Christian source prior to Constantine mentions the offensive conjunction of 
a temple of Venus and the site of Golgotha. Eusebius' silence on the identity of 
Constantine's chosen building site may well mean that , in his opinion , Golgotha 
was located further south. We may infer from this, perhaps, that the Jerusalem 
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Church chose to forget the former location when faced with the wishes of the 
imperial family . 

It should perhaps be noted that , like Walker (1990) , Drake (1985) and others, 
Borgehammar takes it for granted that the rocky protruberance now included in 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre was identified as 'Golgotha' , rather than the 
whole site on which the basilica stood. This assumption is unfortunate , since other
wise Borgehammar takes so little for granted and tests his evidence so thoroughly. 
If he had examined the question , he would undoubtedly have realized that our 
earliest evidence points unanimously to the conclusion that Golgotha was consid
ered to be the partly artificial hill on which the basilica was built (see [tin . Burd. 
594; Cyril , Cat. 1.1; 4.10 , 14; 5.10-11; 10.19; 12.39; 13.4, 22-3, 26, 28, 32, 39; 
16.4; Egeria, [tin. 25.1-6, 8-10; 28.3 ; 30.1 ; 38.1 ; 41.1) . One of the crucifixes 
adorning the Constantinian church and its vicinity stood on this rock (see Egeria , 
[tin. 24.7; 25.9, 11 ; 27.3, 6; 30.1-2; 31.4; 35.2; 36.4-5; 37.1, 4, 5, 8; 39.2) and 
accounted for Jerome's reference to it as 'the rock of the cross' (Ep. 58.3), but it 
was only later in the Byzantine period that the site became known as the precise 
locus for the crucifixion. 

Drijvers, on the other hand , gets the site right but the name of the church 
wrong, by anachronistically referring to Constantine's basilica as 'the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre' (e .g. pp . 91 , 125) , when he really knows otherwise (p . 64, n. 
45). Moreover, Drijvers' statement that 'The Anastasis , though remodelled 
through the centuries, still exists' (p. 64, n. 45) is wrong; he is perhaps thinking 
of the Rotunda of the Crusader Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

Overall, Borgehammar's proposal concerning the history of the finding of the 
cross seems more convincing than Drijvers , but , to be fair, Drijvers' main focus 
of interest is not the historicity of the legend , but the person of Helena herself. 
His book is comprehensive in gathering together everything there is to know about 
the empress, including her possible building operations in Rome (pp. 33-4, 38) 
and her coiffure on coins (p. 42- 3). The picture he presents seems largely accurate . 
She was a common 'barmaid' who was lucky enough to be chosen as a partner by 
one of the provincial aristocracy of Dalmatia, Constantius Chlorus. They lived 
together for nineteen years , and had children , but when Constantius went on to 
higher things, she was rejected in favour of Theodora, who became his wife. 
Nothing certain is known about Helena until her old age. Drijvers successfully 
argues against a link between Helena and Trier (pp. 25- 9). He does, however, 
argue for the accuracy of traditions which link Helena with the Palatium Sessori
anum in Rome, and believes that Helena resided in Rome from 312 onwards 
(pp. 30-3). Drijvers rejects the notion that Helena influenced her son to become 
Christian , and sides with Eusebius in stating that Constantine persuaded her to 
adopt the faith (pp. 35-8) after 312, though she may have Jeant towards Arianism 
(p. 38). 

In 324 Constantine made Helena an 'Augusta' (empress) along with his wife 
Fausta. Drijvers argues that this gave her real power, and was not simply an 
honorary title (p. 43) . But , according to the inscriptions which Drijvers meticu-
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lously provides (pp. 45-52), her importance was as the genetrix of the imperial 
family and the grandmother of caesars. I somehow doubt that the evidence of 
these inscriptions demonstrates her power. If a woman is acclaimed not for herself 
or her actions but because she has given birth to important men, what actual power 
is this? Certainly, she must have had the power to influence her offspring, as 
countless queens and empresses had done before her , but Helena was no Cleopa
tra . After all, Fausta , whom Constantine murdered in 326, was also an Augusta , 
but there is no evidence to suggest that she held any real power. Helena became 
more important after her death , and was used in the struggle between the respect
ive descendants of Helena and Theodora. In elevating Helena , the line of Con
stantine became elevated itself: she became a kind of 'holy mother' of emperors. 
As Drijvers shows, this elevation in her status influenced how she was portrayed 
in the stories about the finding of the cross. 

Eusebius stated that Constantine had put the imperial treasury at her disposal 
during her tour of the East (VC 3.42, 47) but here again this seems far more a 
practical move than a demonstration of her power. If Helena acted as Con
stantine's agent in establishing churches, which seems very likely, then she needed 
imperial rather than personal funds to operate. Eusebius was perhaps stressing the 
point that Helena's tour was not , in general, funded by herself: it was directed and 
funded by the emperor. Her entire trip to the East seems to have been politically 
motivated. Drijvers is surely right that she travelled not as a pilgrim; the 'royal 
tour' of the East was part of a grander scheme 'to propagate Christianity and to 
appease dissatisfaction concerning Constantine's policy of Christianization' (p. 55) . 
But Borgehammar is also right in noting that this larger purpose was not inconsist
ent with a trip to Palestine in which Helena had religious intentions (p. 137, n. 
56). Helena does seem to have presented herself as a kind of pilgrim to a sacred 
shrine . 

Drijvers and Borgehammar differ in their dating of the trip. Drijvers prefers the 
year 327, after the Council of Nicaea (325) and indeed after the extrajudicial 
executions of Fausta and Constantine's son Crispus (326) . By this time the cross 
would have already been found and the basilica would have been in the course of 
construction. Hence , Drijvers severs Helena chronologically from any involvement 
in the cross discovery. However, Borgehammar's reasons for dating the journey 
soon after Constantine's victory over Licinius in 324 are weightier. Helena is said 
to have given gifts to soldiers, bestowed widespread charity, and liberated 
prisoners (VC 3.44) , which would be a most natural outcome of Constantine's 
triumph. The gifts to the soldiers would help quash any inklings of rebellion 
amongst the eastern troops, while charity and liberation of prisoners would reas
sure the populace that their new ruler was benevolent, despite his pronouncements 
against cults. 

Moreover, it is very likely, given the formidable logistics of organizing tours of 
provinces by imperial ladies, that Eutropia , Fausta's mother, also went as part of 
Helena's party. According to Eusebius (VC 3.51-3) Eutropia visited Mamre , near 
Hebron , where a pagan cult was centred on an ancient terebinth and adjacent 
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well, at the site where Abraham had entertained angels (Gen. 18) . Eutropia 
reported that the site was in pagan hands , and Constantine had despatched a 
certain comes , 'count', Acacius to establish a church there. After the execution of 
her daughter, Eutropia's position at court would have fallen; she could not have 
been on the friendly terms with the emperor evidenced by Eusebius' story (see 
Rubin, 1982,89- 90; Borgehammar, 140) . Eutropia, and indeed Helena, therefore 
travelled to Palestine before 326. 

Borgehammar's final section is a text-critical analysis of the later legend of the 
finding of the cross (his Part III and Appendix , pp. 145- 302) which is awesome in 
its attention to detail. Drijvers' briefer study of the different legends associated 
with the finding of the cross relies heavily on the work of Straubinger (1912). He 
distinguishes between an initial Jerusalemitic legend (pp. 95-145) , labelled 'H' 
after Helena, which is what we have hitherto been discussing, and two other 
legends which developed the core story. According to Drijvers, both of these arose 
in Syria, and were linked. In the former, 'P', the wife of the Emperor Claudius 
(41-54) , named in the story Protonice, discovers the cross in the holy sepulchre 
itself, which had been put out of bounds by the Jews, and the wood effects a 
resurrection of her daughter. This legend is closely associated with the Syrian 
Doctrina Addai, and probably arose c. 400 (Drijvers, pp . 147-63). In the latter 
legend , 'C', which became the most popular in the West , Helena questions the 
Jews about where the cross is hidden . One of them, Judas, eventually determines 
where it lies and excavates it along with the cross of the two thieves. The true 
cross is identified by its power to resurrect a dead person. Judas converts to Chris
tianity and is renamed Cyriacus, shortly thereafter becoming bishop of Jerusalem. 
Drijvers dates the story to the early part of the 5th century (pp. 165-80). 

Borgehammar does not believe that P or C were linked . P arose in a Syriac 
environment, but, he argues, C (which he calls lnventio Crucis, spurning the alpha
beticallabels) was originally written in Greek (pp. 149, 236-9 , 246). Borgehammar 
clearly proves that the Syriac version of the legend given by Drijvers is a translation 
from Latin, and does a service to us all in providing, at last , a critical edition of 
the Latin version, with a translation (pp. 154-61). 

Borgehammar argues that the lnventio Crucis legend, which was so popular in 
the Middle Ages, arose in Jerusalem as a development of the earlier legend , c. 
415-50 (p. 148). It transformed the story into an Adversus ludeaos treatise, and 
shows a substantial awareness of Jewish texts (pp. 146-8). 

In conclusion, Borgehammar traces the way in which history was preserved and 
modified through the centuries of Church tradition. The lesson to be learnt is, 
perhaps, that stories were adopted and adapted by many creative individuals 
through the years, but that germs of truth were nevertheless preserved. Christian 
legends cannot always be dismissed out of hand as fictions. It is up to historians 
to be textual archaeologists, and sift through such material in order to find valuable 
fragments. Drijvers, on the other hand , uses a combination of archaeology and 
literature to illuminate a person from the past and, while his version of history in 
regard to the finding of the cross, seems not quite as convincing as that of Borge-
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hammar, his thorough grasp of the material relating to Helena is impressive and 
useful. In a sense, these authors come from different disciplines: Borgehammar 
from the field of textual criticism and Drijvers from ancient history; both books 
should be read together. 
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These volumes contain the proceedings of two conferences held in Edinburgh and 
London in April 1988. Although primarily concerned with the archaeology of 
Cyprus a number of contributors to both conferences touched on subjects and ideas 
that are likely to be of interest to the readers of the Bulletin and this review will 
focus on those contributions. 

The Edinburgh volume's 395 pages (plus index) contain the texts of 29 lectures, 
summaries of 11 poster displays and an Envoi from David Ridgeway. The contribu
tions are grouped into six thematic sections - settlement evidence; funerary evid
ence; religion ; artefact evidence; trade and external influence; and the emergence 
of social complexity . The intention , as Peltenburg explains in his Introduction , was 
to juxtapose and assess the different methodologies used by experts dealing with 
similar data but from different chronological periods. The papers have been revised 
in the light of the discussion they provoked at the conference. Chronologically they 
range from the Aceramic Neolithic to the 7th century AD , but the emphasis is on 
the pre-Classical, especially the Bronze Age. 

60 



BOOK REVIEWS 

From a Levantine perspective the paper by Iacovou (pp. 52-9) draws an interest
ing comparison between events in Palestine and Cyprus at the end of the Bronze 
Age. After an initial period of turbulence, which witnesses the arrival of a substan
tial Aegean population, Palestine sees these Aegean elements completely assimil
ated by the Canaanites by the 10th century Be. In contrast, Cyprus of the Late 
Bronze IIIB sees a new amalgam emerging, with the Aegean elements successfully 
resisting submergence by the local. 

In a paper that should be required reading for all those who deal with funerary 
evidence, Goring (pp. 95-105) tackles head-on the difficulty of using such evidence 
to make deductions about ancient social systems. 

Turning to religion , Peltenburg (pp. 108-26) produces a universally applicable 
discussion of the criteria which can validly be used for identifying possible evidence 
for religion in prehistoric periods, while , in perhaps the single most useful paper 
in the volume , Hulin (pp. 127-39) gives us a thought-provoking study of two Late 
Bronze Age deity figures. The paper's main value lies in its discussion of the vexed 
issue of style. She argues that each piece of 'cultic paraphernalia' is a result of 
three sets of considerations - (i) technological : the craftsman's ability to achieve 
certain effects is governed by the level of available technology; (ii) informational: 
necessary information that has to be conveyed by the use of specific attributes and 
'non-realistic' phenomena; and (iii) stylistic: i.e. what is left after (i) and (ii) have 
been met. In the pre-Classical world craftsmen performed primarily in the tradition 
in which they had been trained. Therefore a foreign-trained craftsman might pro
duce a piece that was stylistically very different to one by a 'native' craftsman but 
this need not affect the piece's basic informational message and both could be 
equally acceptable for that reason . The problem facing archaeologists today is to 
distinguish the basic information from the extraneous decorative elements that 
result ftom style . The value of this approach in an often culturally mixed area like 
the Levant is obvious. 

Caubet and Kaczmarczyk (pp . 209-16) report on a project using X-Ray fluores
cence to analyse the oxides used to colour the glazes of Near Eastern faience. The 
paper is tantalizingly vague but since the project is sampling material from Egypt, 
Cyprus, Syria-Palestine, Mesopotamia and Susa, it is one that Levantinists should 
be aware of. 

Bisi (pp. 256-65) summarizes the first investigation of Cypriot terracottas found 
in PhoenicialPalestine in the period c. 750-600 Be, w}len there was much artistic 
interchange between Cyprus and the Levantine coast. She identifies as Cypriot a 
number of pieces from sites as far south as Gaza. 

Finally , Yon (pp. 363-75) discusses the inscriptional evidence for the officials of 
the Phoenician kingdom of Kition in the 5th and 4th centuries Be. These throw 
some light on the working of the kingdom with both civil and religious officials 
attested . At least one office, that of rb srsrm (' the chief of the commercial agents'?) 
was clearly hereditary - six generations of its holders being cited on one stela now 
in the British Museum. 

Very few errors have escaped the editor's notice. On p. 161 the caption to fig. 
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20.1 has been omitted (the pots are described on p. 162); on p. 303 the references 
to the papers by Cadogan and South should be pp . 43-51 and 315-24 respectively; 
and on p. 331 'Cypro-Monoan' should be corrected to 'Cypro-Minoan'. Otherwise 
the only complaint that can be levelled at this book is that it is sometimes not as 
well illustrated as one would like - it is , for example, irritating in Vandenabeele's 
paper (pp. 266-71) to be referred to other sources for illustrations of all the terra
cottas discussed when the argument advanced concerns the stylistic differences they 
exhibit. This is, however, a minor quibble and those interested in the archaeology 
of the Levant will find much of value in this book. 

The London volume is very different in both scope and presentation. Its fifteen 
papers, together with a summing-up by Robert Merrilees, occupy 196 pages (there 
is regrettably no index) . As with the Edinburgh volume the papers are grouped 
thematically - Cyprus and its foreign connections in the earlier Iron Age; Cyprus 
and the Eastern Mediterranean; news from the British Museum; and Cyprus in the 
Roman Period - although the connection of some papers with the supposed themes 
is difficult to discern. Unlike the Edinburgh publication a transcript of the discus
sion that followed each paper is included. 

Turning again to individual papers likely to be of interest to Levantine scholars, 
Maier (pp. 16-27) examines the evidence for royal palaces on Cyprus and finds 
their progenitors in 9th to 5th century BC Syria-Mesopotamia (especially Achae
menid examples). He suggests that the similarity of plans points to a similarity of 
functions - as combined royal seat/cult place/administrative centre/storage 
depot/commercial base - implying that Cypriot kings were closer in their role to 
Levantine than Greek models. 

Yon and Caubet's paper (pp . 28-43) is based on a study of terracottas from 
Kition. They identify a steady influence from the Levant, especially from Southern 
Phoenicia (Sidon to the plain of Akko) and ask whether we see here groups of 
Phoenician artisans migrating to Cyprus. 

Coldstream (pp. 90-96) gives an Aegean perspective on the renewal of contacts 
between the Eastern Mediterranean and Greece after the Greek Dark Ages. He 
sees three phases to this - I, the 10th and early 9th centuries BC, Euboean traders 
going (via Cyprus) to Tyre; II , late 9th to mid-8th centuries, a great increase in 
the amount of Euboean and Attic pottery (probably all carried by Euboeans) 
reaching sites across a large area of the Levant, but especially in North Syria; III, 
late 8th century, still large exports of pottery but its distribution now largely 
restricted to the Syro-Palestinian coast, probably as a result of Assyrian expansion. 
Interestingly Coldstream now feels that the evidence for actual Greek settlement 
at al-Mina is much weaker than was once thought. 

Since Dothan was unable to submit the text of her paper for publication only an 
abstract and the subsequent discussion are included (pp. 120-21) . The absence of 
the paper is particularly regrettable since it dealt with evidence from her important 
excavations at Tell Miqne-Ekron in Israel. 

The paper by Granger-Taylor, Jenkins and Wild (pp. 146-65) is of general inter
est as an example of the kind of information an interdisciplinary team of experts 
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can wring from seemingly the most unpromising of fragments - in this case two 
pieces of woollen cloth. 

The standard of editing in this volume is reasonable, but there are a number of 
minor errors. On p. 32 the reference for AM 723 should be to fig. 9g not 9f; on 
p. 150 the reference to the diagram illustrating reinforcement of the selvedge 
should be fig . 4b not 4c; on p. 157 there seem to be a number of uncorrected 
audio-typing errors in the discussion - 'higher degrees of texture craft' should pre
sumably read 'textile craft' but the reviewer cannot suggest any emendation for 
'Aristophanes mentions Cypriot music', which makes no obvious sense in this con
text. More seriously the illustrations for Grimm's paper (pp. 168-81) have been 
partly transposed - the Paphos statue is actually shown as fig . 1 not as fig . 2, the 
Trier statue is fig. 4 not fig. 1 and the Alexandria statue is fig . 2 not fig . 4. 

Several papers suffer from a lack of scales on the plates or regular indications 
of object sizes in the text. Kyrieleis (pp . 52-67) , for example, discusses figure frag
ments that range in height from a few inches to half life-size, but it is impossible 
to tell how big the items illustrated on p. 57 are. However the main complaint with 
this volume must be the unnecessarily lavish use of space (which is presumably 
partly responsible for the price) . Compare , for instance, the illustrations on pp. 
60-1 with the perfectly adequate ones on p. 43 . 

The final judgement on the London proceedings must be that it is worth read
ing - if you can persuade your library to get it for you. 

David Symons 
(Dept. of Archaeology, 

Birmingham City Museum) 

Piccirillo, M., Madaba, le chiese e i mosaici. Edizioni Paoline, Milano, 1989. Pp. 
374, figs 135 , black-and-white ills 452, coloured ills 12, maps 6. Price 45.000 Italian 
Lire. 

Bottini, G. C., Di Segni, L. and Alliata, E. (eds) , Christian Archaeology in the Holy 
Land. New Discoveries. Essays in Honour of Virgilio C. Corbo, OFM. Studium 
Biblicum Franciscanum Collectio Maior 36, Franciscan Printing Press, Jerusalem, 
1990. Pp. 596, figs 340 including location maps, black-and-white ills 329. Price 
US$70. 

Two impressive books, both in size and contents, published recently under the 
auspices of the Custody of the Holy Land, bear witness to the amazing expansion 
of Byzantine archaeological research on both sides of the River Jordan in the last 
ten years. Both mirror two eminent Franciscan archaeologists of two successive 
generations. The thirty-one essays contained in Christian Archaeology in the Holy 
Land are a fitting tribute to the late Father Virgilio Corbo , being commensurate 
with the wide-ranging interests apparent from his bibliography at the beginning of 
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the volume. Madaba reflects truthfully its author , Father Michele Piccirillo, his 
boundless energy, contagious enthusiasm, broad scholarship and magnificent clar
ity both of exposition and style . Moreover, both books bear the visual imprint of 
Corbo's and Piccirillo's youngest but already prominent disciple, Father Eugenio 
Alliata. The latter's faultless taste displays itself in the arresting coloured covers 
which incorporate a photograph of the personifications of the cities of Rome, Gre
goria and Madaba from the mid-6th-centurY-AD mosaic pavement of the Hippolytus 
Room at Madaba for Piccirillo's book , and a view of the monastery of Khirbet 
ed-Deir in the Judaean desert founded in the first half of the sixth century for the 
volume celebrating Father Corbo's 70th birthday. The red chromatic dominant in 
the lettering of the titles of both books recalls that of the Franciscan symbol - the 
Jerusalem cross. In both books, Alliata has successfully created a subtle visual bal
ance between photographs and line drawings , the latter often answering the former 
across the pages (in particular maps of aerial photographs taken at high altitudes 
which are otherwise unintelligible to the non-initiated). The effort and care 
devoted to making the archaeological data visually fully accessible to the reader 
are stupendous in Piccirillo's Madaba. Not only are mosaics reproduced in general 
and detailed photographs , but they are also illustrated in magnificent drawings 
which situate them in their architectural settings and are often enlivened by isomet
ric reconstructions. All mosaic inscriptions have also been drawn showing the exact 
positioning of the tesserae. At the beginning of each of the sixteen chapters and 
conclusion , the upper right-hand corner is graced with a small vignette of individual 
figures , animals , objects such as sandals, palm or fruit trees (flanked by sprouting 
vines laden with bunches of ripe grapes, these recall the agricultural practice of 
planting vines between the trees of Byzantine orchards) . These cartouches high
light the most salient features of each chapter and hark back to the florid animated 
capital letters of Byzantine manuscripts. The analogy is pursued further by small 
details of mosaics blown up in larger drawings in the side margins, similar to 
sketches in the colophons of manuscripts. The drawings are all first class, and 
although they are the work of a variety of artists, predominantly Alliata himself 
and Caroline Florimont of the Departement des Antiquites Orientales of the Paris 
Louvre, they harmonize well with each other. The same Alliata-style layout charac
terizes the Corbo Festschrift . Most exciting are the reconstructions by L. Ritmeyer 
which bring to life the monastery of Martyrius (p. 95) and the two phases of the 
Theotokos Church complex on the summit of Mt Gerizim (pp. 338- 9). 

Piccirillo's Madaba is the second panel of his diptych aiming at describing com
prehensively the churches and mosaics of Transjordan , the first panel being his 
much earlier and less lavish study of Northern Jordan (Piccirillo, 1981). since his 
Madaba book, Piccirillo has concentrated on analysing the extraordinary flour
ishing of mosaic art in Byzantine Jordan in connection with two important exhibi
tions , that on 'Mosalques byzantines de Jordanie' at the Musee de la Civilisation 
Gallo-Romaine in Lyon in 1989 (Duval, Piccirillo et ai , 1989) and that on 'Treas
ures of an Ancient Land . The Art of Jordan' at the Liverpool Museum in 1991 
(Piccirillo , 1991). 
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The wealth of new discoveries presented by Piccirillo is breathtaking. His 
Madaba is not restricted to the city itself but covers its entire diocese which in the 
6th and 7th centuries AD reached northwards up to the Wadi el-Kufeir which separ
ated it from the diocese of Esbous, modern Hesban , 7 km north of Madaba. East
wards, the diocese of Madaba extended 16 km to Jiza , the Ziza of the Notitia Digni
tatum where a unit of Equites Dalmatici Illyriciani was garrisoned , and to the 
Umayyad castles of Qastal and Meshatta. The excavations of the Church of Bishop 
Sergius at Urn er-Rasas, 30 km southeast of Madaba, confirmed that the Bishops 
of Madaba held ecclesiastical jurisdiction up to the Wadi Moujib, the ancient river 
Arnon. The territory of their see included both Urn er-Rasas (the ancient Kastron 
Mefaa) , Dhiban - the Dibon of Eusebius' Onomastikon 76:17 - and Mekfiwer, the 
Byzantine village of Machaberos at the foot of the Herodian fortress of Machaerus 
where St John the Baptist was imprisoned and beheaded. Ma'in, ancient Belem
ounta, 7 km southwest of Madaba, also belonged to the latter's diocese. Mount 
Nebo, its summit crowned by a sanctuary dedicated to Moses, the village of Nebo 
itself (modern EI-Mukhayyat) and its four churches, as well as the valley of 'Ayoun 
Musa dotted with chapels and small monasteries, marked the western limit of the 
diocese of Madaba. 

Although Madaba was first visited by U. Seetzen as early as 1807 and by J. L. 
Burchardt in 1812, described by H. B. Tristram in 1872, recorded by the Survey 
of Eastern Palestine in 1881, planned in 1891 by G. Schumacher and studied from 
1892 onwards by the Dominican Fathers P.-M. Sejourne and M.-R. Savignac, sci
entific excavations are all recent, starting with the uncovering of the Church of el 
Khadr in 1966, followed by that of the Church of the Holy Apostles in 1967, both 
by U. Lux of the Deutsche Evangelische Institut in Jerusalem. Piccirillo has himself 
been responsible for six excavations in Madaba and on its territory since 1973: the 
Burnt Palace of Madaba destroyed by a fire in the first decade of the 7th century, 
the eastern wing of the monastery of the Memorial of Moses on Mount Nebo and 
the 7th-century hermitage of Procapis as well as the Monastery of Kayanos, 
founded in the first decade of the 6th century and abandoned in the second half 
of the 7th century, and the monastic Church of the Deacon Thomas built in the 
years 540-50 and abandoned in the Umayyad period, both in the valley of 'Ayoun 
Musa. Piccirillo also excavated in 1984 the Church of En-Nitl, 10 km east of 
Madaba. His most spectacular finds , however, have been at Urn er-Rasas, the St 
Stephen ecclesiastical complex comprising the Church of Bishop Sergius of 586 and 
the Church of St Stephen paved with mosaics in 756 and restored in 785, as well 
as a Justinian period tower of a stylites or recluse in the centre of a courtyard 
(equipped with a cistern) whose southeastern corner was filled by a church. Piccir
illo has also supervised the restoration of the Memorial of Moses on Mount Nebo 
and the preservation of the churches of EI-Mekhayyat. He has studied on the spot 
and re-surveyed all the sites (during and after rescue excavations, for instance 
along the cardo) and mosaic pavements still in situ or already removed to museums, 
which he describes in his book. 

After a brief introduction and preface outlining the geographical extent of the 
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study, the book falls into two parts, the first part being on the city of Madaba, the 
second on its diocese. Each monument is analysed in detail. Chapter I is devoted 
to the 'Cathedral' with a Chapel dedicated in 562 to the Martyr Theodore, a court
yard to the north and on its northern side a double baptistery paved with mosaics 
c. 510 and re-paved in 575-76, at the same time as a cistern was built in the centre 
of the courtyard. The cardo was edged by several churches: on its northern side, 
the circular Church of the Virgin dated to the late 6th century and to the first 
decade of the 7th century (Ch. II); and on its southern side, the Church of Sunna' 
and the Church of el Khadr of the second half of the 6th century (Ch. VI), and 
the Church of the Prophet Elijah completed in 608 over the Crypt of St Elianus 
which had been built in 595-6 (Ch. III). 

Madaba is justly famous for its mosaic map of the Holy Land to which Piccirillo 
devotes an entire chapter (IV). On the basis of his own measurements, he corrects 
the plan of the Byzantine church to which the map belonged, published by Avi
Yonah (1954,14). He argues convincingly for a date later than 542. The dedication 
of the Nea Church of the Theotokos in Jerusalem on 20 November 542 provides 
a terminus post quem. For, if the building depicted to the east of the Jerusalem 
cardo is the Nea, then the map cannot but postdate 542. All the Greek inscriptions 
which accompany the depictions of geo-historical locations, are listed in the form 
of a table (pp. 82-6) following a logical north-to-south itinerary from Tyre and 
Sidon in Phoenicia Maritima through Galilee, Peraea, Moab and the Ghor down 
to the Arava, and onto the mountain of Ephraim, Samaria, Jerusalem, Bethlehem 
and Judaea, the Shephela, the Mediterranean coast, the Negev and finally the Nile 
Delta. For each inscription, besides the Greek text, Piccirillo usefully provides an 
Italian translation, Biblical references as well as references to other ancient sources 
such as Flavius Josephus, Eusebius' Onomastikon and various Byzantine pilgrim 
itineraries, and finally a modem identification. 

Most impressive is the Holy Apostles complex completed in 578-9 (Ch. V). 
Comprising a basilica and two northern chapels, one of which was certainly a 
memorial as attested by a Greek inscription, this complex was perhaps monastic 
or funerary. The repetitive carpet-pattern of beribboned parrots facing each other 
two by two across ivy leaves, flowers or pomegranates in the nave of the basilica, 
was interrupted in the centre by a personification of the sea, Thalassa, in a medal
lion edged by a Greek inscription which implored God to grant life to three donors, 
Anastasios, Thomas and Theodora and to Salamanios the mosaicist. The carpet
pattern was enclosed by a luxuriant border of acanthus scrolls filled with children 
playing, animals, birds and fruit. 

Most intriguing in the city of Madaba are the mosaic pavements which perpetu
ated classical models and themes as late as the mid-6th century. The Hippolytus 
Hall discovered under the vestibule and narthex of the Church of the Virgin was 
paved with three mosaic panels depicting the myth of Phaedra and Hippolytus; 
Aphrodite, Adonis and Charis surrounded by frolicking erotes, and the crowned 
Tychai of the cities of Rome, Madaba and the still unlocated Gregoria. Amongst 
the mosaics on show at the local archaeological museum and described in Ch. 
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VIII, two pavements exhibit mythological themes. A naked satyre displays his 
over-emphasized sexual attributes next to a dancing girl whose naked body is 
self-delineated under layers of veils. On another pavement, Achilles stands, play
ing the lyre, between Patroclus to his right and a young woman named Eubre to 
his left. Both Achilles and Patroclus are completely naked but for a cloak hanging 
from their right shoulder and for boots. Their genitals and pubic hair are deliber
ately exaggerated in size. On a third pavement stored in the Church of the Holy 
Apostles, Hercules is depicted strangling the lion of Nemea. The Burnt Palace 
(Ch. VII) or similar still-to-be-found civilian buildings in Madaba would have been 
a perfect setting for such mythologizing mosaics. Amongst the finds from the Burnt 
Palace, two door-hammers in the shape of a lion's head as well as a bronze tripod 
which combined a seated lion as a foot, a panther lugging forward, a female head 
and a vine tendril-and-grape design, would have fitted in well with a Bacchic cycle. 

The churches and monasteries of the diocese of Madaba are fully examined in 
Part II of the book. Further to the excavations conducted in the Memorial of 
Moses on Mount Nebo by Fathers B. Bagatti and S. Saller in the 1930s and by 
Father Corbo in the 1960s, Piccirillo lifted in 1976 the mosaic pavement of the 
baptistery and discovered beneath it a perfectly preserved mosaic laid in August 
531 by three mosaicists, Soelos, Kaiomos and Elias, as disclosed by two Greek 
inscriptions. The upper two registers depict hunting scenes on foot (with a zebu, 
a lion and a panther), and on horseback (with a bear and a wild boar), whilst the 
third register idealizes rural life symbolized by a shepherd watching over his sheep 
and rams as they munch flowers and tree leaves. The lower register is a showcase 
for exotica: a black man leads an ostrich on a rope whilst a zebra and a spotted 
dromedary tug on leashes held by a Phrygian in full national dress. Piccirillo recap
itulates and clarifies with the help of plans the architectural history of the Memorial 
of Moses from the original 4th-century sanctuary to the construction of the Chapel 
of the Theotokos in the first decade of the 7th century. 

The monastery attached to the memorial rose on the summit of Ras Siyagha
Mount Nebo like a fortified citadel. It reached its maximum extent in the 6th 
century and gradually declined from the end of that century, its eastern and north
ern wings and part of its western wing progressively being abandoned. The growth 
and decline of the complex have been traced in its excavations, the results of which 
are further analyzed in an article by E. Alliata ('Nuovo settore del monastero al 
Monte Nebo-Siyagha') in the Corbo Festschrift. This provides detailed data includ
ing ceramic types and elaborates on the more general information contained 
in Piccirillo's Madaba. Besides the monastic nucleus, there were numerous hermit
ages on the slopes of Mount Nebo. The hermitage of the abbot Procapis was built 
in the first decade of the 6th century and abandoned at the end of that century. 
Reported upon both by Piccirillo in his Madaba and by Piccirillo and Alliata in the 
Corbo Festschrift ('L'eremitaggio di Procapis e l'ambiente funerario di Robebos al 
Monte Nebo-Siyagha'), it illustrates well the semi-eremitic lifestyle of the monks 
of Mount Nebo. S. Saller's hypothesis that the abbot of the Monastery of the 
Memorial of Moses held sway over the monks of the Valley of 'Ayoun Musa has 
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been confirmed by the mention of 'our abbot Rabebos' on the lower pavement of 
the church of the monastery of Kayanos. This very abbot Rabebos was found 
buried in the funerary chapel in the eastern wing of the Mount Nebo monastery. 
In the 4th century, the pilgrim Egeria met numerous monks living in the well
watered and fertile area of 'Ayoun Musa. Chapter XI describes the remains of 
monasteries and chapels in the valleys of Mount Nebo. At the foot of the moun
tain , the village of Nebo , modern EI-Mukhayyat, thrived in the second half of the 
5th century and throughout the 6th century (Ch. X) . The oldest church was built 
on the western slope of Wadi 'Afrit in the heart of the Byzantine village. This was 
the Church of Amos and Casiseos dated to the late 5th or early 6th century, to 
the north of which a chapel was dedicated to the Priest John in the second half of 
the 6th century. Two churches stood on the acropolis, the Church of St George 
of 535-6 and the mid-6th century Church of the Holy Martyrs Lot and Procopius. 
There was also a small monastery, el-Keniseh, on the eastern slope of Wadi 'Afrit. 
Five chapters record in detail four Byzantine churches and a private Bath at Ma'in, 
the hermitage of 'Ain Qattara and the rock-cut tombs of 'Ain Minyah (Ch. XII); 
the By~antine antiquities to the south of Madaba on the lands of the Hamaideh 
Bedouins (Ch. XIII) and to the southeast of the Madaba-Amman road on the ter
ritory of the Banu Sakhr (Ch. XIV); at Urn er-Rasas (Ch. XV); and to the north 
of Madaba (Ch. XVI). 

In the Conclusion, Piccirillo outlines the history of the diocese of Madaba, 
bringing together the architectural, epigraphic and iconographic evidence in order 
to explain the programmes of construction conducted by the various bishops. The 
remarkable survival and even flourishing of the Madabene Christians under 
Umayyad and Abbasid rule are proven not only by the restoration in 662 of the 
mosaic pavement of the Church of the Virgin at Madaba, but also by the construc
tion of a church on the acropolis of Ma'in in 719-20, and especially by the founda
tion in 756 and restoration in 785 of the Church of St Stephen at Urn er-Rasas. 
Amazingly, in the Jordanian steppe, a Christian community could still hold firmly 
together with a strong civilian and ecclesiastical infrastructure in the second half 
of the 8th century, its mosaicists perpetuating into the Umayyad period local 
Byzantine artistic traditions. This begs the question of the date at which the Chris
tians finally abandoned the Madaba region. In this connection, Piccirillo examines 
with great caution the problem of iconoclasm. That the mosaic pavements of the 
churches of EI-Mukhayyat show no evidence of mutilation may well prove that the 
village was deserted by its inhabitants before the iconoclastic crisis. On the other 
hand, the monastery of Mount Nebo was in use during the entire Umayyad period 
as proven by pottery, coins and the epigraphic mention of its abbot Kaioum in the 
Church of St Stephen at Urn er-Rasas. Piccirillo discards the much-flaunted theory 
based on Syriac sources that the Caliph Yazid II (721-4) ordered the destruction 
of all carved or painted images and figures of bronze, wood or stone. He argues 
that iconoclasm resulted directly from enforced Islamization under the first Abba
sid Caliphs, aI-Mansour (754-5) and al-Mahdi (775-85). In Syria and Palestine, the 
Christians may even have perpetrated themselves acts of iconoclastic vandalism in 
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an attempt to prove wrong the Moslem and Jewish polemists who accused them 
of idolatry. 

The salient traits of the 'Madaba School of Mosaicists' are clearly defined, 
although Piccirillo rightly insists that this was not really a 'school' but a variety of 
workshops sharing a common style. The themes which the mosaicists chose were 
generally those exhibited by the mosaics of the Justinianic Renaissance across Asia 
Minor and the Levant: scenes of hunting, vintaging and pasturage spread out as 
carpet designs or enclosed in vine and acanthus scrolls, personifications of the 
Earth, the Sea, the Four Seasons, the Four Rivers of Paradise, the Tychai of cities, 
mythological scenes and Christian allegories such as that of Sacrifice in Psalm 51 
(50): 21 and the messianic Kingdom of Isaiah 65: 25. Particular to the Madaba 
School were the geographical, topographical and architectural motifs of which the 
Map is the best-known example. The depiction of six cities of Palestine and five 
of Transjordan in the internal border of the central carpet of the nave of the 
church on the acropolis of Ma'in and especially the vignettes of ten cities of Trans
jordan, eight of Palestine and ten of Egypt in the border of the nave and in the 
intercolumniations of the Church of St Stephen at Um-er-Rasas show the mosa
icists of Madaba at their most dramatic, imbibed by a spirit of architectural exuber
ance which harks back to the frescoes of Pompei. The luxuriant designs whether 
vegetal or geometric, the effusive lightheartedness of the spirit dominating the 
compositions and the extraordinarily wide range of inspiration in celebration of 
God's creation force one to admit that in comparison, the mosaics of Byzantine 
Palestine were remarkably unimaginative and dull. 

Apart from some notable exceptions such as the geometric mosaics of Khirbet 
el-Murassas, much of the archaeological material presented in Christian Archae
ology in the Holy Land. New Discoveries, lacks sparkle. The various contributions 
have been divided by the editors into two categories. Those pertaining to recent 
excavations and surveys, many of which were only known from articles in Hebrew, 
fill out most of the volume, the last 122 pages being dedicated to various themes: 
liturgy (M. Ben-Pechat, 'Baptism and Monasticism in the Holy Land: Archaeolo
gical and Literary Evidence Fourth to Seventh Century'), architectural planning 
(D. Chen, 'On Planning of Synagogues and Churches in Palaestina: a Comparison 
with Syria and Illyricum' to which Y. Tsafrir responds with 'On the Pre-planning 
of Ancient Churches and Synagogues. A Test Case: the Northern Church at Reho
vot in the Negev'), epigraphy (S. Loffreda, 'The Greek Inscriptions on the Byzan
tine Lamps from the Holy Land'), iconography (G. Foerster, 'Allegorical and 
Symbolic Motifs with Christian significance from Mosaic Pavements of Sixth
Century Palestinian Synagogues' and A Recio Veganzones, 'La representaci6n 
arquitect6nica de la Rotonda del Santo Sepulcro en la escultura paleocristiana de 
Occidente'), and the multi-facetted development of early Christianity in Galilee, 
Arabia and Syria (J. Manns, 'Joseph de Tiberiade, un judeo-chretien du quatrieme 
siecle'; J.-B. Humbert, 'Khirbet es-Samra du Diocese de Bosra'; I. Peiia, 'Aspectos 
peculiares del monacato sirio'). 

The archaeological investigation of Byzantine monasticism particularly in the 
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Judaean desert has been much in the foreground in the last decade. Laurae, coen
obia, hermitages and cells have relentlessly been tracked down with exemplary 
energy and motivation by Y. Hirschfeld ('List of Byzantine Monasteries in the 
Judaean Desert'), J. Patrich ('The Cells (ta kellia) of Choziba, Wadi el-Qilt') and 
H. Goldfus ('Khallat ed-Danabiya: a Desert Monastery'), and a few monasteries 
excavated (Y. Magen and R. Talgam, 'The Monastery of Martyrius at Ma'ale 
Adummim [Khirbet el-Murassas] and its Mosaics' ; Y. Magen , 'A Roman Fortress 
and a Byzantine Monastery at Khirbet el-Kilya', and E . Netzer and R . Birger, A 
Byzantine Monastery at Nuseib 'Uweishira , West of Jericho'). 

The towns and villages of Byzantine Palestine have provided their fair share of 
the crop of recently-discovered churches, in Galilee (M. Aviam, 'Horvath 
Hesheq - A Unique Church in Upper Galilee: Preliminary Report'), the Jordan 
Valley (H. Hizmi, 'The Byzantine Church at Khirbet el-BeiyOdat: Preliminary 
Report') , Judaea (E. Netzer, 'The Byzantine Churches of Herodion') and the 
Hebron Hills (Y. Magen, 'A Byzantine Church at Beit 'Einun [Beth Anoth] in 
the Hebron Hills'). Renewed excavations of 'The Church of Mary Theotokos on 
Mount Gerizim' by Y. Magen have led to a radical reappraisal of the historical 
sources. According to Procopius of Caesarea (De Aedificiis V, 7), the Emperor 
Zeno built the Church of the Theotokos in 484 on the site of the Samaritan Temple 
which had been razed to the ground in retaliation to the first Samaritan Revolt. 
The Emperor Justinian fortified it with an enclosure wall and towers. Y. Magen 
has now demonstrated archaeologically that Justinian's sole contribution after the 
Samaritan Revolt of 529 was to have built an additional irregularly shaped enclos
ure with a rectangular reservoir to the north of the complex which had in fact been 
originally fortified by Zeno. This second enclosure reinforced the protection of the 
most vulnerable part of the site, the northern approach which was reached by the 
main path leading from Neapolis-Nablus to the summit of Mount Gerizim. 

Other than religion, two aspects of daily life in Byzantine Palestine are discussed 
in this volume: agricultural economy (R. Frankel, J. Pat rich and Y. Tsafrir , 'The 
Oil Press at Horvath Beit Loya') and burial (G. Avni and U. Dahari , 'Christian 
Burial Caves from the Byzantine Period at Luzit'). The task of publishing the 
Greek inscriptions of all the sites mentioned above, excavated by Israeli archaeolo
gists , was entrusted to L. Di Segni whose commentary is appended to each site as 
a separate article. 

The volume is dominated by the younger generation of Israeli archaeologists 
who exhibit both their skills but reveal also their weaknesses. Since the publication 
in 1973 of the Repertoire graphique du decor geometrique dans la mosai'que antique 
(Paris) by the Association Internationale pour l'Etude de la Mosalque Antique, 
updated in 1985 by the Decor geometrique de la mosai'que romaine (Paris), basic 
rules are internationally followed by all those publishing mosaics. In particular, 
the geometric designs on mosaics are succinctly described and coded according 
to the Repertoire and the Decor geometrique. In this volume, however, at best 
Avi-Yonah's 1932 key of patterns is referred to; at worst , the obsolete method of 
giving wordy descriptions is still subscribed to. By convention , the size of tesserae 
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should be given in centimetres and not in metres (which is absurd for such small 
stones) . In order to ascertain the tightness or looseness of the laying of the tesserae, 
which is an important stylistic criterion, the size of tesserae is necessary as well as 
the density of tesserae per dm2. However, great care and attention have been 
given to the study of the technical aspects of the laying of mosaics. Thus, H . 
Goldfus describes in detail the bedding of the mosaic pavement of the Cave Church 
at Khallat ed-Danabiya, and R . Talgam discusses a major discovery, that of poly
chrome sketches painted on mortar preparatory to the laying of the mosaics of 
Khirbet el-Murassas. 

Some contributors disclose an unusual reticence to acknowledge positively the 
work of their predecessors in the field. Hirschfeld's remark that 'the results of the 
excavations [by Y. E . Meimaris of the Monastery of St Euthymius at Khan el 
Ahmar] were published in brief, which do not facilitate an understanding of the 
site' (p. 17) is surprising since Meimaris (1989) has published a final report. The 
disreputable method of combining selective reading, irrelevant quotes and twisted 
data in support of a false argument is also indulged in . In discussing the possible 
presence of Jewish-Christians in late 5th-or early 6th-century Herodion , Di Segni 
remarks on 'the efforts of a number of scholars [to identify Jewish-Christian 
archaeological remains] whose surmises have not met until now with general con
sent' (p. 182, p. 190 n. 47). She refers to the present reviewer's study of the traces 
of Jewish-Christians in the Golan , but adds: 'her conclusions have been rejected 
by Z . Ma'oz, "Comments on Jewish and Christian Communities in Byzantine 
Palestine" , in P EQ 117 (1985)'. However, it is clear even from a superficial reading 
of Ma'oz's article that his concern was with the co-existence of Jews and Christians 
in the villages of the Byzantine Golan and he challenged Dauphin on that score; 
he did not address the problem of Jewish-Christianity in the Golan. In fact, the 
reviewer's article on Jewish-Christians at Farj appeared in 1986 (although the issue 
of Proche-Orient Chretien was dated 1984) after Ma'oz's PEQ article, further proof 
of this being that Ma'oz does not refer to it although he mentions every possible 
article or note by Dauphin available. Apart from demonstrating an under-the-belt 
attitude to scholarly argument, such attitudes witness a total disregard of the 
recording and reporting of bare facts. 

Outdated bibliographical references for sites in Israel and minimal comparative 
research on sites outside Israel have led to mistaken affirmations. Both Hirschfeld 
(p. 73) and Di Segni (p. 186 n. 12) hold the opinion that the attribution to Nestori
ans of a hermitage excavated between Jericho and the River Jordan by D. C. Bar
amki and S. H . Stephan (1935) is flimsy. Clearly, neither is aware of Father J .-M. 
Fiey's re-publication of the Syriac mosaic inscription and brilliant demonstration 
(based on the mention in the inscription of Yohannan bar Parsaye, John the Per
sian, a well-known mid-7th-century Nestorian monk, companion to the famous 
Rabban Hormizd) that this hermitage was Nestorian and datable with certainty to 
the 7th century (Fiey 1983, 4-5) . In contrast to the continuity of Christian village 
life in 8th-and 9th-century Transjordan, Aviam believes in breaks occurring in 
Galilee as a result of the Persian invasion of 614 and the Arab Conquest of 636. He 
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cites in support of his argument the destruction of churches (Shavei Zion, 'Evron, 
Nahariya, 'Arraba and Kursi) and of the 'agricultural monastery of Shelomi'. Let 
alone the fact that the complex at Shelomi was not a monastery but an emphyteotic 
farm which belonged to a monastery of the Tyre region - as ceaselessly repeated 
in all publications pertaining to Shelomi - Aviam should have known that the Shel
omi farm was reoccupied at the end of the 7th century or in the early 8th century 
by Christians, as proven by a Christo-Palestinian mosaic inscription (Dauphin 
1979; 1986, 47-9). Y. Magen and R. Talgam claim that the Bath-House on the 
western side of the Monastery of Martyrius at Khirbet el-Murassas is 'the first and 
only bath-house so far found within a monastery of the Byzantine period' (p. 106). 
That is not so. Pride of place must be given to the 5th-century Bath-House associ
ated with the Spring Complex in the Monastery of Alahan in Isauria excavated in 
1970 by Professor M. R. E. Gough (Bakker 1985, 143-7). 

It is necessary here to correct a gross mistake . Christo-Palestinian/ 
Syro-PalestinianlMelkite Aramaic, that is the Palestinian Aramaic vernacular lan
guage of the Christians of Byzantine Syria and Palestine, is repeatedly wrongly 
called 'Syriac' (notably on p. 45 by Hirschfeld for EI-'Aleilyat and on p. 371 by 
Aviam for Kabri, Shelomi and 'Evron, with additionally a wrong reference to 
Tzaferis [1987] instead of Jacques [1987]). Syriac was an Eastern Aramaic dialect 
which originated in Osroene in northwestern Mesopotamia and became the litur
gicallanguage of Edessa, and was soon adopted by both the Nestorians and the 
Monophysites. Palestinian Aramaic, on the other hand, developed from Western 
Aramaic. 

Perhaps the greatest shortcoming of this volume is the fact that most contribu
tions lack a conceptual framework, for which the marshalling of data however 
systematic is no substitute. It is ironic that pottery, basic to archaeology, is so 
conspicuously absent from this accumulation of data, except for a useful corpus of 
Late Byzantine ceramic types from Mount Nebo and the odd lamp, bowl or 
amphora from Khirbet el-Murassas and Khirbet el-Klliya. Interpretations, when 
put forward, are often unverifiable, sweeping and sometimes fanciful. Great is the 
leap from a lever-and-screw oil press of Northern Syrian type in the Horvath Beit 
Loya monastery to the suspected Monophysite creed of its monks. The pedestrian 
phrasing of the dedication of the Church of St George at Horvat Hesheq renders 
a Galilean inventio of St George unlikely. The attribution of the Greek inscription 
in the nave of the Northern Church at Herodion to a small group of Jewish
Christians leading a clandestine existence within the Orthodox Church is fascinat
ing and well-argued but remains unproven. 

The two most exciting essays in this volume are penned by representatives of 
the two longest-established archaeological schools in Jerusalem. Father J.-B. Hum
bert of the Ecole Biblique et Archeologique Fran~aise de Jerusalem, and Father 
S. Loffreda of the Studium Biblicum Franciscanum. On the basis of his excavations 
of eight churches and a cemetery at Khirbet es-Samra in Northern Transjordan, 
Father Humbert analyses with exemplary acuity the in-depth christianization of 
Provincia Arabia which only started to become effective from the late-6th century, 
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and links the ecclesiastical architecture of Samra to that of the Hauran. Much food . 
for thought is promised by his fascinating suggestion that the creation and diffusion 
in the mid-6th century of the Syro-Palestinian script, used concurrently with Greek, 
may have represented a reaction of vernacular Chalcedonism attempting to resist 
Syriac Monophysism. Chalcedonism expressed itself also through Trinitarian sym
bols, the triple A or the triple Q on terracotta lamps of the late 5th century and of 
the 6th century. The ease with which Father Loffreda has deciphered upside-down , 
linked and rotated letters , split and abbreviated words, defaced symbols and a 
curious spectacle-like sign resulting from the careless linkage of 0 , X and fl, all 
boiling down to two formulae 'The Light of Christ shines for all' and 'Good 
(evening)', is staggering. His cracking of this epigraphic code is a real and most 
heartening breakthrough in Byzantine research . 

Taking into account the daunting task undertaken by the three editors of the 
Corbo Festschrift, who had to process some 34 contributions , mistakes are few in 
such a massive volume but they stand out glaringly. The hottest room in a Roman 
or Byzantine bath was the caldarium and not the calidarium (repeated twice on 
p. 106). Despite being the procreator of mankind , Adam was certainly not a 'saint' 
(pp . 52-3): Khan Saliba on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho has been identified 
by Milik (1960) with the church mentioned between the 8th and the 10th centuries 
AD by Epiphanius the monk in which 'Adam, having sat down, wept for Paradise 
['Lost]' , this being part of a mythical , liturgical and hagiotopographic penitential 
tour of our first parents localized in Palestine in order to complement Christ's Lent. 
Milik, however, does not call it the 'church of St Adam' as mistakenly quoted by 
Hirschfeld. More importantly , that epigraphic Greek should have been transliter
ated into English in the extensive discussions of numerous inscriptions by Di Segni 
is both surprising and puzzling in a publication entirely pertaining to the Byzantine 
period. Salutorily, Father Loffreda quotes Greek words in Greek in his publication 
of debased Greek inscriptions on Byzantine lamps, as is the norm in epigraphy. 
The printing error OW for OC in Greek in Di Segni's discussion of inscriptions 
from Christian burial caves at Luzit in the Judaean Shephelah (p. 318) , added to 
the fact that W is supposed to stand for the Greek W , create confusion . This is 
further increased by the line-drawing of Inscription 7 in the middle of p. 317 which 
pertains entirely to Inscription 6 depicted on p . 316 opposite . 

Mistakes of that order are mercifully absent from Piccirillo's Madaba which has 
the rare quality of striking a perfect balance between a work of precision for the 
specialist and a book which the layman can both easily master and enjoy. Piccir
illo's Madaba is a must for anyone , scholar or tourist , interested in the archaeology 
of Jordan. No self-respecting archaeologist , historian or library specialized in 
Byzantium or the Near East should allow him/her/itself not to own a copy. To this 
acquisition should, however, also be added Christian Archaeology in the Holy 
Land which despite its shortcomings represents a landmark in the knowledge of 
the Byzantine Christian identification with the region and its material embodiment. 

Claudine Dauphin 
(Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris) 
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At first glance the publication of twelve Byzantine Greek treatises of geometry, 
which offer methods 'as simple as they are false' (p. 11) of calculating land-taxes, 
may appear somewhat irrelevant to the archaeological study of the Eastern Medi
terranean basin. Although it is primarily aimed at historians and philologists, this 
attractive book with a striking cover, which reproduces in colour an oil painting 
of geometric shapes by the modern abstract artist Tony Gonnet (1975), contains 
much of interest to scholars in other disciplines. In particular, it provides the stu
dents of the agrarian world of Late Antiquity with specific historical details on the 
size and shapes of fields, types of soils and agricultural species grown separately 
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or in association. Such information is invaluable if it is combined and compared 
with data culled in field surveys within the context of Landscape Archaeology. 

The aim of these treatises was simple: to evaluate the surface of agricultural 
fields of various shapes and sizes in order to calculate tax. A short introduction 
covers three topics. It discusses methods of 'Measuring Land' before the Byzan
tines, in Mesopotamia in the Old Babylonian period , in the Egyptian New King
dom and in the Mediterranean world under Roman rule where ager centuriatus 
(a rigged method of state-controlled land settlement usually around coloniae) was 
applied. Population and property censi were systematically undertaken from the 
reign of the Emperor Augustus (63 Be-AD 14) , this implying the creation of a body 
of geometricians (agrimensores) . Lands were classed according to three types. 
Besides fields of simple, regular, geometric shapes, basically square or rectangular, 
there were also irregularly-shaped plots of land . These , called arcifinales, com
prised lands in mountainous areas and pasturelands which were not measured and 
of which only the limits were known. Lastly, agri per extremitatem comprehensi 
which included communal lands , large estates and 'sacred lands' , were delimitated 
and their surface noted. Originally, during Roman Imperial times, lands were 
measured in order to ascertain property rights. Soon, however, in some provinces 
such as Pannonia, Phrygia and Asia, this practice came to be associated with taxa
tion, particularly since tax rates varied according to quality of soil. The authors of 
Geometries du fisc emphasize the continuity in cadastral practices from the Later 
Roman Empire to the Byzantine Empire. A 6th-centurY-AD treatise (De iugeribus 
metiundis) published as an appendix, supports their view. It taught how to calculate 
the surface of quadrangles, triangles and circles with easy but approximate methods 
which are both reminiscent of those put forward by Egyptian Greek papyri up to 
the 7th century AD and similar to the methods described in the eleven other treat
ises published in this book. It is fascinating that wherever the Roman Empire col
lapsed - in the West and in the Balkans controlled thereafter by the Southern 
Slavs - the Roman practice of measuring land disappeared. On the other hand, 
the cadastres of Umayyad, Fatimid and Ayyubid Egypt as well as those of Abbasid 
Iraq indicate a wholesale take-over of Roman and Early Byzantine methods, errors 
included. 

In comparing fiscal geometry, as illustrated by the treatises edited here, with 
scientific geometry (the former falling short of the latter), the authors describe in 
detail the teaching manuals of geometry by Heron of Alexandria who lived some
time between the 1st and the 3rd century AD. Although Byantine fiscal agents 
indulged in quoting Heron in order to endow their teaching with a seal of authority, 
the practices which they daily applied in calculating land-taxes were a far cry from 
Heron's rigorous mathematics. 

Twelve out of a total of sixty-eight known manuscripts, of which forty were 
examined by the authors, were chosen for publication. They are presented in the 
form of a succinct catalogue. Over a quarter of them predate 1204, one of these 
being attributed to the 10th century and another to the 11th century. The other 
treatises were not necessarily written after 1204. The bulk of the book is devoted 
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to the Greek texts and French translations of these treatises. In the original manu
scripts, drawings of variously-shaped fields illustrated the methods advocated. 
These drawings have been reproduced and faithfully positioned in the course of 
the text, but they have also been improved upon by being scaled. 

The commentary falls into two parts. Chapter I reviews the techniques of fiscal 
geometry. Chapter II discusses the learning and the teaching of this geometry as 
well as the relationship between fiscal geometry and taxation. Different units of 
measurement were used for agricultural fields and for vineyards or vegetable plots. 
The length itself of these units varied. For instance, the orgya - the reference unit 
for fields - could be 'simple' or 'lengthened' and averaged 2.10 m. Another unit 
mentioned in the treatises was the schoinion which varied between 21 and 25 m 
according to quality of soil as well as to geographical zone. In Thrace and in the 
western provinces which were deemed most fertile , the schoinion was worth 10 
orgyai as opposed to 12 in most parts of the East. Vineyards, vegetable plots, orch
ards, gardens and plots within villages were measured according to another unit, 
the kalamos, whose length equalled 12 spithamai (totalling approximately 2.80 m), 
14 spithamai (3.30 m) or 16 spithamai (3.70 m). Like the orgya, the basic 'short' 
kalamos could be lengthened. Finally, the rabdion which varied between 1.45 m 
and 1.95 m according to region, was also applied in measuring vineyards. 

There were also three surface-units. the modios used for all types of land repres
ented an area sown with one modios of grain , thus either 12.8 kg or 17 1 of wheat. 
Generally , a 1 modios-plot measured 2 schoinia in length and 1 schoinion in width, 
and was therefore worth 2 schoinia. However, the specific length of the schoinion 
used also had to be taken into account. Thus, a 1 modios-plot covered either 200 
or 288 orgyai, corresponding to a schoinion of 10 or 12 orgyai. In some treatises, 
in the case of pasture land which was taxed twice as heavily as arable land, 1 modios 
equalled 100 orgyai or 1 schoinion. Therefore, one modios could mean land which 
measured 100, 200 or 288 orgyai, corresponding to approximately 441, 882 or 
1,270 m2 if the orgya was taken to be 2.10 m in length. Vineyards were usually 
measured in chiliades or plinthia . One chiliadis equalled 1,000 vine saplings,. The 
geometricians, however, did not count the saplings individually; they measured the 
size of each plot of vines per kalamos, and subsequently converted the total 
number of kalamoi into a certain number of saplings according to a rate of 1, 2 or 
3 saplings per kalamos, this depending on local custom. Treatise III (pp. 79-81) 
discusses the value in modioi (of 200 orgyai) of a chiliadis of vine according to the 
various lengths of a kalamos. Thus, a chiliadis was worth 2 modioi and 32112 litres 
or 3 modioi and 18 litres, depending on whether the geometricians used a kalamos 
of 14 or 16 spithamai. When vineyards were measured in rabdia, the surface was 
quoted in plinthia, one plinthion being worth 600 rabdia. One plinthion was consid
ered to be equal to 3 modioi, which was not very different from one of the two 
surface values of the chiliadis. Indeed, the plinthion was actually called chiliadis in 
Treatises VI (pp. 130-1) and X (pp . 194-5). The clear definitions offered in this 
book greatly contribute to dispel the confusion surrounding the complexities of 
Byzantine metrology. By grounding these in concrete examples culled in the treat-
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ises themselves, the authors have provided explanations which are much more 
meaningful and lively than those charted in Schilbach's seminal, but complicated 
and dull textbooks (1970; 1982) . 

Two tables (pp. 225-9 and 230) usefully summarize the detailed discussion on 
the variety of shapes of plots of land and on the attempts at reducing complex 
shapes such as polygons to simple triangles or quadrangles. On the basis of forty 
algorithms with which the surface of plots of land was evaluated (taking into 
account the various types of plots and the different units of measurements), five 
methods of calculating surfaces have been deduced from the treatises. The diversity 
of methods applied to the measuring of land (both perimeters and surfaces) as well 
as the various systems of evaluating tax, suggest that there was no single handbook 
of fiscal geometry. Rather, the practicalities of the discipline were taught with a 
great amount of leeway by notaries in the main cities of the Byzantine Empire, for 
instance in Thessaloniki. This naturally resulted in errors of calculation - generally 
overestimates of 10 to 15 per cent which benefited the State Treasury. 

The final step in the process was the actual calculation of the land-tax. Two 
systems were concurrently in use. According to one system, the value of the scho
inion differed in the western and eastern provinces (respectively 10 and 12 orgyai). 
This value, however, remained constant within each zone, regardless of the quality 
of the soil. Tax was calculated on a double basis, both according to the surface 
area of each plot and to its soil-type. Soil was graded; each quality of soil had its 
own fiscal value. Top-quality soil was worth one modios per nomisma, whereas 
second-rate soil was worth two modioi per nomisma, and third-rate soil three 
modioi per nomisma. Tax corresponded to 1I24th of this value. Meadows, irrigated 
land, river banks and the sea shore as well as plots inside villages were considered 
to have first quality soils (meligaloi). Arable land outside villages which was not 
irrigated (this comprising the majority of agricultural fields) was deemed second
rate . Woods, uncultivated areas, poor, rocky lands which could only be used for 
grazing and reedy, unproductive marshlands were grouped together under the 
heading of third-rate soils. The authors rightly point out (p. 18) that this tripartite 
division of soils can be traced back to 5th century AD Syria and Palestine. The Book 
of Syrian Law distinguished between sown land, hilly ground and mediocre soils 
(Bruns and Sachau 1881 eds, 37-8, 286-9). Had the authors ventured outside the 
rigid boundaries of pure Byzantinism, they would have been able to reach back 
even further. The 2nd- 3rd century AD Mishnah differentiated between good
quality, medium-quality and poor-quality land (Gittin 5: 1; Danby 1933 ed., 312), 
corresponding to land in the plains, in the hills and in the mountains (Ketuboth 
13: 10; Danby 1933 ed., 263). The Mishnah also set good soil for growing trees
evidently olive trees in plains and valleys - against poor mountain soil on which 
only lesser quality olive trees could grow (Orlah 1: 3- 5; Danby 1933 ed., 89). 

The alternative system of calculating land-taxes was based on variations in the 
length of the schoinion according to quality of soil but not according to region. 
The same schoinion of 10 orgyai was applied to first-quality and second-quality 
land, whereas inferior-quality land was measured according to another schoinion, 
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that which was worth 12 orgyai. In this system, the modios which varied in surface
area according to quality of soil , ceased to be a geometric concept and became a 
fiscal concept . Thus , first-quality modios (that of meadows) consisted of 100 orgyai, 
the modios of arable land (second quality) of 200 orgyai , and the modios of third
quality soils of 288 orgyai. Tax was calculated on the basis of the total sum of fiscal 
modioi in combination with a uniform tax-rate, regardless of the quality of the soil. 
The end result , that is the amount of tax owed, was identical whatever system was 
applied. In both cases, first-quality land was taxed twice as much as second-quality 
land and three times as much as third-quality land . 

The details given on the manufacture of the reed or wooden orgya and the hemp 
schoinion-rope used by geometricians in measuring plots of lands are most instruc
tive. Land-surveying is describing step by step according to the information pro
vided by the treatises (pp . 213-9) - and illustrated both by an Egyptian tomb
painting (PI. Ia) and by a Byzantine octateuch (Pis Ib and IIa-b). It is therefore 
quite inexplicable and very unfortunate that the authors chose to ignore archaeolo
gical artefacts which would have supported their reconstruction even further. Let 
alone Roman wooden and stone cubit rods from Egypt (Flinders Petrie 1926, 
38-40) and the end-pieces of Roman wooden measuring rods discovered at Pompei 
and at Enns in Austria (Dilke 1971 , 73), a unique 7th-century AD measuring rod 
was discovered on the mosaic pavement of the main room of a Byzantine ecclesiast
ical farm excavated at Shelomi in Western Galilee (Dauphin 1983). Not only was 
this the first measuring rod of any period found in Israel, but it was also the first 
Byzantine rod ever to have come to light. Two depictions of a Byzantine measuring 
rod are also relevant. A foot-measure carved next to a Greek inscription probably 
of Justinianic date (AD 527--65) in the vicinity of the aqueduct supplying Jerusalem 
from the southeast, prohibited planting or sowing in a stretch of land of fifteen 
feet on either side of the aqueduct (Abel 1926) . A female bust of Ktisis - the 
personification of Foundation - waves a measuring rod on the mosaic pavement 
of the 4th-centurY-AD House of Eustolios at Curium on Cyprus (Report of the 
Department of Antiquities of Cyprus 1935, viii ; 1936, 115). These items should 
surely have vouchsafed at least a footnote: the integration of the archaeological 
with the historical data is clearly necessary for Byzantine studies to continue devel
oping harmoniously and healthily. 
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Letters to the Editor 

The Editor has received the following communications from Mr Peter James and 
Dr Nikos Kokkinos, Professor D. M. Lewis and Mr James Mellaart. 

Dear Sir, 

Regarding James Mellaart's review of Centuries of Darkness in BAlAS 11 (1991-
2), while it contains several constructive comments, we note that the key evidence 
which he adduces against our case comes from two unpublished texts: an Arzawan 
document referred to as the 'Beykoy Text', and a letter of Assurbanipal to 'Ardu 
king of Arzawa' . The information claimed to be recorded in them we find little 
short of fantastic . For example, that Assurbanipal should have written a letter to 
the king of Lydia (= Arzawa!) , listing the latter's 21 ancestors with regnal years 
and detailed synchronisms with Assyria, seems far-fetched , to say the least. 

Your reviewer states that translations of these texts , by A. Goetze and E. I. 
Gordon respectively, are ' in press' , but fails to specify where. Since Goetze and 
Gordon died in the early 1970s, both these documents must have awaited publica
tion for a remarkably long time. Further, we find it extraordinary that no cuneiform 
expert we have consulted has heard of such discoveries. It is with regret that we 
have to point out that crucial evidence of this kind must always be accessible by 
some means before it is used as a basis for passing judgement on someone's work . 
We hope that no ramifications will arise from Mellaart's 'vital material for chrono
logy' - such uncorroborated citations merely muddy the waters of scholarship . 

Peter James and Nikos Kokkinos 

Dear Sir, 

Mr Mellaart's review of Centuries of Darkness is exciting reading, but it is disquiet
ing to be referred to important documents to be published by two scholars who 
have been dead for some time. Such enquiries as I have made about the document 
attributed to Goetze suggest that he had concealed it from his closest surviving 
associates; I do not have the expertise to pursue it further. 

My principal concern is with the Assurbanipal letter. The potential interest of 
this extends all the way to questions about the sources of Herodotus. It should be 
pointed out that , even if it does emerge from the papers of Edmund Gordon , its 
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historical value may be very slim. We do after all know from Assurbanipal's Annals 
that , when a messenger from Gugu first arrived at his court , he was thought to 
come from 'a distant place the mere mention of the name of which my royal 
ancestors had not heard' . It is, I suppose, not inconceivable that the Assyrian chan
cellery later set themselves to creating a long history of previous relations with the 
dynasty, but they will not have had much to go on and there could be a good deal 
of fictitious chronology involved. What is written is not necessarily true. 

Dear Sir, 

D. M. Lewis 
(University of Oxford) 

I would like to clarify one or two matters raised in my review of Centuries of 
Darkness. 

First , it may be of interest to some of your readers to know how a field archaeolo
gist like myself got involved in such a controversial issue as Dark Age Near Eastern 
and Mediterranean Chronology. Following a classical education at a Dutch gym
nasium, I developed an interest in Egyptology, first under Professor A. de Buck 
at Leiden and then under Professor J. Cerny at University College of London , 
where I got my degree in combined Ancient History and Egyptology. While writing 
a PhD thesis on Sea Peoples (never presented) it became obvious that some archae
ological field work was imperative and so it was in pursuit of these elusive charac
ters that I went to Turkey in 1951. In my surveys of Southern Turkey I drew a 
complete blank as far as remains of the Sea Peoples were concerned, or any signi
ficant Late Bronze Age occupation along Anatolia's south coast. This led me to 
make the bold assertion that the centre of Arzawa was not to be located there, 
but much further inland, a view contested by Professor A. Goetze who wrote me 
a letter full of criticism in which he quoted a text with no less than thirty place 
'names between the mouth of the Maeander river and the slopes of Mount Amanus. 
Among these all the Sea People names from the Egyptian texts were included, 
except the Sherden. Equally significant was the absence of Milawanda, the sup
posed Hittite name for Classical Miletus, or for that matter Ahhiyawa. 

This started off my interest in 'Hittite Geography' and both in correspondence 
and in several meetings at my father-in-Iaw's house on the Bosphorus, Goetze left 
me in no doubt that Milawanda and Ahhiyawa were to be located in the Troad or 
thereabouts and not around Miletus, which had a totally different name. 

A few years later, I had an idea as to who Piyamaradus might have been and 
sent it to him for his comments; the answer was refreshing: 'Po is the legitimate 
King of Arzawa, the son of Piyama-KAL-as, ousted by Muwatallis. When in 1961 
I was appointed Foreign Expert at Istanbul University and taught there for a couple 
of years , Professor U. Bahadir Alkim confirmed what I had suspected , that both 
Goetze , Gordon and himself were engaged on a Turco-American project to publish 

81 



LEITERS TO THE EDITOR 

a number of historical texts discovered during the 19th century - in Ottoman 
times - and hitherto ignored, and inaccessible to Western scholars. 

It is these texts, primarily the 'Beykoy Text' from near Afyon-Karahisar and 
'Assurbanipal's letter to Ardu', said to come from Kouyuncik-Niniveh, that after 
A. Goetze and Edmund Gordon's deaths, Bahadir Alkim was editing for publica
tion. His share in the publication was to be a historical commentary, and on 
account of ill-health, I was asked to write a geographical commentary. When 
Alkim died in 1981, Handan Hanim, his wife, asked me to include the historical 
commentary. 

In 1984 she informed me that the text volume, entitled (something like) 'History 
and Geography of Arzawa' had been sent to the publishers . It has not yet 
appeared. She died the following year. 

J. Mellaart 

This correspondence is now closed. We should point out however that neither of Mr 
Mellaart's alleged documents, the 'Beykoy text' and the 'Assurbanipalletter', seems 
to be known to living scholars, nor can any publisher handling the material be identi
fied. Clearly, unless the authenticity of documents can be established, they should 
not be cited as valid source material. 
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Obituary 

NAHMAN A VI GAD , 1905-1992 

Israeli archaeology last year suffered the loss of one of its pioneering archaeolo
gists, with the death of Professor Nahman Avigad at the age of eighty-seven. In 
the course of a brilliant academic career with the Department (later Institute) of 
Archaeology in the Hebrew University, Avigad excavated some of the most 
important sites in the country, notably at Beth Shearim (1953-8) and the Jewish 
Quarter excavations in Jerusalem (1969-78). 

Born in 1905 at Zawalow in Russia , as a young man Avigad took a course of 
study in architecture in Brno before emigrating to Palestine in 1925. In 1928 he 
joined the Hebrew University and over the years participated in a number of 
excavations, including the Ophel, Beth Alpha, Hamath Gader, Samaria (Joint 
Expedition), Tel Jerishe, Afula, and others . Apart from his archaeological skills, 
A vigad was an excellent draughtsman and many of the drawings from this period 
are his own work. From 1938 Avigad clambered up the ladder of academic achieve
ment and in 1952 was awarded his PhD. In 1954 he was appointed as Lecturer in 
Archaeology at the Hebrew University. Avigad divided his scholarly interests 
between archaeology, on the one hand, and Hebrew and Aramaic epigraphy, on 
the other. His first article in English, on a seal of a slave-wife (Amah), was pub
lished in the Palestine Exploration Quarterly in 1946. Since then A vi gad published 
numerous articles and a number of books, including the popular Discovering Jerus
alem: Recent Archaeological Excavations in the Upper City (reviewed in BAlAS 5, 
1985--{i). 

Avigad will probably be remembered primarily for his Jewish Quarter excava
tions, with the important discoveries there of the Iron Age 'Broad Wall' fortifica
tion, the fire-blackened 'Burnt House' from AD 70 and the Cardo, which was the 
main street of Byzantine Jerusalem. Let us hope that members of Avigad's 
extremely able excavation staff, Ronny Reich and Hillel Geva among others, will 
quickly issue the final publication of these excavations as a monument to this distin
guished archaeologist. 

Shimon Gibson 
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Qumran and Its Scrolls: Old Issues and 
New Texts 

George J . Brooke 

Until very recently there was much dis
quiet among scholars about the lack of 
access to the unpublished Dead Sea scrolls, 
mostly those from cave 4. Also the public 
has shown continuous interest in the appar
ent intrigue lying behind the non
publication of many of the texts and in the 
unfounded suggestions from some quarters 
that the unpublished fragments contain 
items which might alarm members of 
believing communities. 

During the last decade a new generation 
of scholars interested in the scrolls has 
brought the concern about the lack of 
access and the slow progress in publication 
into focus in a number of ways. There has 
been an invigorating sequence of interna
tional conferences , including wide-ranging 
discussion , and at which some new texts 
have been released: New York (1985) , 
Krakow (1987), London (1987), Manches
ter (1987) , Haifaffel Aviv/Jerusalem 
(1988), Groningen (1989) , Krakow (1989) , 
Manchester (1990) , Madrid (1991) , 
Krakow (1991) . In addition, various indi
vidual scholars have made formal requests 
for access to unpublished materials , and 
the editors of several publications, not 
least of the Biblical Archaeology RevieM
and of the Qumran Chronicle , have tried 
to apply pressure through their journals 
and in other ways. 

Against this background matters came to 
a head in the autumn of 1991. Early in Sep
tember , with the financial support of the 
Manfred and Anne Lehmann Foundation 
of New York , the Biblican Archaeological 
Society published a preliminary edition 
of texts (Damascus Document and 
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Mishmerot fragments) reconstructed by 
B.-Z. Wacholder and M. Abegg of Cincin
nati from a concordance to the scrolls that 
had been available to some for nearly 30 
years. Then on 22 September the Hunt
ington Library in California declared that 
any scholar in good standing would be 
allowed access to its collection of photo
graphs of published and unpublished texts; 
these photographs in microfilm have also 
been made available to institutions through 
inter-library loan. 

Within a few weeks the Israeli authorit
ies decided that it was indeed appropriate 
to open to all scholars the various collec
tions of scrolls materials around the world. 
Those living near Oxford, Cincinnati and 
Los Angeles found themselves in a privil
eged position. But the privilege was short
lived, because on 19 November a facsimile 
edition of the unpublished texts edited by 
R. H. Eisenman and J. M. Robinson was 
published by the Biblical Archaeological 
Society. In one way or another all the 
scrolls are now available for the scholarly 
community and others. The preparation of 
catalogues and concordances is also well 
advanced, making the collections of plates 
accessible. 

The new policy of open access and the 
ready availability of the scroll fragments 
provides the scholarly community with a 
fresh start in its attempts to make sense of 
this collection of texts, which are valuable 
in so many ways. However, it is not a ques
tion of going right back to the beginning. 
For example, at the 1991 Madrid con
ference it was announced that recent 
radiocarbon tests on 14 different scrolls 
had largely confirmed the datings of the 
various manuscripts provided by the pal
aeographers (details published in Atiqot 20 
[1991], pp. 27-32). 

Furthermore, while the publication and 
understanding of large fragments or nearly 
complete scrolls is relatively easy, the tens 
of thousands of fragments from cave 4 still 
need much careful treatment before they 
can yield substantial answers to the various 
scholarly debates that have been in the air 
for so long. The suitable placing of frag
ments is far from complete, but particu
larly in the last decade the methodology 

for reconstructing very fragmentary manu
scripts which has been developed by H. 
Stegemann has borne fruit in the works of 
C. A. Newsom on the Songs of the Sabbath 
Sacrifice (4Q400-407; 11Q17; MasShir
Shabb), of E. M. Schuller on the non
canonical Psalsm texts (4Q380 and 381), 
and of A. Steudel on the previously pub
lished Fiorilegium (4Q174) and Catena' 
(4Ql77) manuscripts. 

As for the identification of those who 
wrote or were responsible for the scrolls 
found at Qumran, various theories have 
dominated the headlines. N. Golb has vig
orously revived the idea that the scrolls and 
the site at Qumran have nothing to do with 
one another. For Golb the archaeological 
remains at the site provide no evidence 
that any extensive writing was ever under
taken there. Furthermore he stresses that 
the strategic location of the buildings, 
especially their fortification in the 1st cen
tury AD, strongly suggests that the site was 
a military outpost. The scrolls, on the other 
hand, represent collections of texts 
brought to the caves from Jerusalem, prob
ably at the time of the Roman seige of the 
city which culminated in the fall of the 
temple. The Copper Scroll, in particular, 
provides geographical locations in and 
around Jerusalem and the contents of the 
texts as a whole reveal no clear link with 
the Dead Sea area. 

Though suggesting links with Jerusalem, 
L. H. Schiffman has revived a proposal 
made in the early stages of Qumran 
research and has argued that the scrolls 
indicate that the community at Qumran is 
somehow to be associated with the Saddu
cees. Working especially on the basis of a 
few parallels between 4QMiq~ at Macaseh 
Ha-Torah and Mishnah Yadayim 4:6-7, 
Schiffman has concluded that the Qumran 
text, in association with some other texts, 
represents the Sadducee stance as it is 
attested in the Mishnah. From this some
what slender evidence Schiffman concludes 
that the Qumran group was Sadducean or 
had strong Sadducean influences at its 
inception. Not many have yet been con
vinced by Schiffman's proposals and they 
have come under widespread scrutiny, not 
least at the 1991 Krakow conference. 
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A third view of the history of the com
munity and the Qumran site has labelled 
itself as the Groningen Hypothesis. Pro
mulgated chiefly in Krakow in 1987 and in 
Groningen in 1989, the theory attempts to 
adjust several items in the consensus view 
of the history of the community. It is 
argued that the Essene movement has its 
origins in the Palestinian apocalyptic tradi
tions at the end of the 3rd century or start 
of the 2nd century Be. In the 2nd century 
there was a split within the movement 
(visible in 4QMMT), the eventual result of 
which was the establishment of a group at 
Qumran loyal to the Teacher of Right
eousness. The designation Wicked Priest 
in the Habakkuk Commentary does not 
refer to any specific individual but to the 
Hasmonean high priests in chronological 
sequence. The hypothesis rightly attempts 
to put legal texts back at the centre of the 
discussion of the movement's history and 
suitably divorces the origins of the move
ment as a whole (and the Teacher's com
munity in particular) from the foundation 
of the site at Qumran; its other compon
ents have yet to be widely assessed and 
appreciated. 

While these theories show that there is 
still some fluidity in the scholarly under
standing of the non-biblical texts, some 
more solid advances have been made in 
appreciating the biblical manuscripts . For 
example, it is now clear that some books 
existed in 'double editions' in the late 
Second Temple period: while the revised 
form was copied, the original edition also 
remained in circulation. The 4QSamuel 
and 4QJeremiah manuscripts provide clear 
evidence of this for those books, con
firming also that the translators of the Sep
tuagint were generally very faithful to the 
Hebrew from which they worked. In addi
tion, 4QpaleoExoda strongly suggests the 
same for Exodus and shows that apart from 
a few obvious places the Samaritan Penta
teuch is based on a harmonistic and expan
sionist non-sectarian form of the Torah. 
Scribal practices of the period are also now 
better appreciated and variants recognized 
as arising from the exegetical interests of 
scribes as much as from copyists' errors; 
for example, llQpaleoLev' Fragment I 
preserves a closing parenthesis around a 
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harmonization introduced from Leviticus 
20 into the text of Leviticus 18. Some bib
lical manuscripts may be more suitably 
classified in other ways: 4QDeuti .k(I) .q may 
all be excerpted texts providing full-size 
manuscripts from which phylacteries could 
be copied, 4QDeut" provides a different 
exerpted collection, probably for some 
liturgical purposes, and 4QGenh

(P8<) may be 
better classified (along with 4Q158, 364-7) 
as part of a paraphrase. 

Although there is now widespread access 
to all the texts, controversies over their 
best interpretation will continue for many 
years . The relationship between the com
munities of the scrolls and the early Jewish
Christian groups is far from being sorted 
out, as the recent writings of B. Thiering 
and R. H. Eisenman show. Furthermore, 
controversy will surround the interpreta
tion of some newly available pieces of 
manuscript. Since many of these texts from 
cave 4 are very fragmentary, arguments 
about them often depend, in part at least, 
on a hypothetical reconstruction of the 
wider context of the few words that 
remain. Recently R. Eisenman and G. 
Vermes have been engaged in a public 
debate over the suitable translation of a 
phrase in a six-line fragment which pre
serves only a few words in each line 
(featured in PAM 42.370 and 43.325) . Eis
enman understands line 4 as 'and they will 
put to death a leader of a community' (i .e., 
the Messiah); Vermes, with more justi
fication because of the absence of the sign 
of the direct object before nsy', proposes 
'and the prince of the congregation will put 
him [a third party] to death.' More imme
diate context would have shown definit
ively which translation was preferable. 

The release of all the texts is to be 
warmly welcomed. Theories of conspiracy 
can be laid to rest, even though arguments 
about the meaning and significance of the 
scrolls will go on for years. As with any 
discovery on which scholars subsequently 
continue to build for decades, so with the 
release of the scrolls, there is more than 
another 40 years of work yet to be under
taken. A new era in Dead Sea scrolls 
research has dawned: new texts have been 
made available, a beginning can now be 
made with sorting out old issues. 
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Grants Given by the Society 

Leen and Kathleen Ritmeyer 

Our interest in the tombs of the Hinnom 
Valley in Jerusalem began in the 1970s 
while working on the Temple Mount 
excavations. Their decorative style bore a 
close resemblance to that of the architec
tural elements found near the Temple 
Mount, and this made a special study of 
the tombs imperative. Professor Benjamin 
Mazar, the director of the Temple Mount 
dig, was closely involved and very support
ive of the project. 

On arriving back in England, we began 
to write up the results of our findings . It 
had long been assumed that the southeast 
end of the Hinnom Valley, where the 
tombs were located, was the site of Akeld
ama, the field of blood of the New Testa
ment. The tombs had previously been sur
veyed and described by Tobler in the 1850s 
and by Macalister at the turn of the cen
tury. An investigation of the most elabor
ately-decorated tomb was carried out by 
Gustaf and Knut Olaf Dalman in the 
1920s. 

Despite the association with Akeldama 
that has continued to cling to the site, a 
number of prominent researchers in the 
field of Biblical Archaeology have pointed 
out that Josephus in his Jewish War (5. 
505-506), seems to have indicated that the 
Tomb of the High Priest Annas was loc
ated in this vicinity. 

An examination of the architectural style 
of the tombs revealed strong influences 
from the style of the Herodian Temple 
complex. In particlar, the central tomb had 
a triple entrance, giving the strong impres
sion that it had been modelled on the 
Triple Gate of the Temple Mount, which 
would have been within view of this part 
of the Hinnom Valley. There are other 
notable parallels, which, combined with 

the testimony of Josephus regarding the 
location of the Tomb of Annas, supports 
its identification as having belonged to this 
wealthy Jewish family. 

We are grateful to the Anglo-Israel 
Archaeological Society for a grant which 
enabled one of us to return to Jerusalem 
in August 1992 to check on these tombs 
prior to the publication of the results of our 
investigations. During this visit, essential 
sketching, photography and research was 
also carried out in the Library of the 
Rockefeller Museum. 

Peter D. Hinge 

Under the directorship of Dr Thomas Levy 
and Mr David Alon, a seventh season of 
excavation was carried out at the Chalco
lithic site of Gilat. Investigation at the site 
was part of the wider, Early Societies of 
the Negev project, which centres on the 
northern Negev desert and which includes 
the spectacular site of Shiqmim. The site 
of Gilat lies some 20 km northwest of Beer 
Sheva, and west of moshav Gilat, which 
formed the base for the season's work. 

The site of Gilat has been interpreted 
as one of three cult or ritual sites of the 
Chalcolithic period known in Palestine. 
Excavations recovered a wide range of 
objects . interpreted as having ritualistic 
purposes. A rich assemblage of imported 
'cult' objects from Anatolia, Egypt, Sinai 
and Jordan, form a concentration of exot
ica that finds no explanation at the prac
tical or mundane level. Most notable 
among the cult objects that have been dis
covered are the so called violin-shaped 
figurines, of which there are now 45 
known. These vary in size from 15-30 cm 
in height and are made from a variety of 
different rock types which are smoothed 
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and polished. Their tenuous interpretation 
as abstract female representations received 
a boost this year following the discovery of 
a near complete figure displaying a small 
pair of breasts. The site has also produced 
various anthropomorphic and zoomorphic 
statuettes including the famous 'Gilat 
Lady', along with 150 ceramic and basaltic 
fenestrated incense burners, stone pallets 
possibly for the mixing of paint and delic
ate comet-shape drinking vessels. 

Various architectural elements that have 
been excavated have further strengthened 
the case for a ritual interpretation. These 
include mud brick-lined saucer-shaped 
depressions, an open courtyard with traces 
of blue paint in conjunction with standing 
stones, and a large broad room with a high 
concentration of cult objects and an east
ern alignment and entrance. 

The quality of such finds indicates the 
importance of Gilat as a centre of cult 
activities within the Northern Negev and 
possibly further afield. The excavation of 
a fully articulated dog burial with grave 
goods during the 1991 season also suggests 
that an embryonic form of dog cult was 
practised at Gilat. 

The 1992 season of work at the site was 
the last to take place under the Early Soci
eties of the Negev project, and the vast 
work of post-excavation analysis and the 
formulation of site synthesis has now 
begun. Interim reports on the excavation 
at Gilat may be available within the coming 
year, while the more comprehensive and 
firmer reports and interpretations are some 
years away. Nonetheless, the quality of the 
architecture and artefacts recovered, and 
the standard of archaeology which reco
vered them, coupled with the great poten
tial of the site to increase our understand
ing of how the world was perceived at a 
spiritual level during the Chaicolithic, 
make the Gilat site report worth waiting 
for. 

Evi Baxevani 

I am grateful to the Anglo-Israel Archae
ological Society for providing me with a 
travel grant which allowed me to particip
ate in the exciting Souskiou-Vathyrkakas 
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Project. My thanks also to Drs D. Christou 
and E. Peltenburg, directors of the Project 
and to Dr P. Croft for his invaluable field 
notes. 

The site of Souskiou-Vathyrkakas lies in 
the Paphos District in the southwestern 
part of Cyprus. It is about 2 km from the 
village of Kouklia-Paleapaphos which is 
well known for its archaeological heritage, 
and 1.5 km southwest of the deserted vil
lage of Souskiou (Christou, 1989), which 
was inhabited by Turkish-Cypriots before 
1973. 

The site consists of four major areas, 
three Chaicolithic cemeteries, Cemetery 1 
and Cemetery 2 at Vathyrkakas, Cemetery 
3 on Laona hill and traces of a rather heav
ily-eroded settlement site of the same 
period (Christou, 1989). Evidently this has 
been a site of interest for both archaeolo
gists and looters. Particularly the prehis
toric tombs have attracted a number of 
looters even before the initial investigation 
of Cemetery 1 by the British Kouklia 
Expedition in 1951 (Christou 1989). 
Investigation of Cemetery 1 was resumed 
in 1972 by the German Mission at Kouklia 
and a number of tombs were located and 
excavated (Maier 1973). The Department 
of Antiquities of Cyprus also conducted 
investigations in the area in 1972. In addi
tion to the five tombs excavated, a site plan 
was prepared to indicate the exact position 
of all tombs in the cemetery (Christou 
1989). 

From the very early stages of archaeolo
gical activity in the area it was realized that 
the Vathyrkakas tombs were unique in the 
whole of prehistoric Cyprus both in terms 
of funerary architecture and grave con
tents. They clearly belonged to the late 
stages of the Cha1colithic period on the 
island, c. 2800-2300 Be and were used both 
for single and multiple burials. 

In view of the importance of the site as 
a whole , the Cyprus Department of 
Antiquities under Dr D. Christou, in co
operation with the well-established Lemba 
Archaeological Project under Dr E. Pelt
enburg, began excavations at Vathyrkakas 
Cemetery 1 in September 1991. The season 
lasted a month during which fifteen Chal
colithic tombs were investigated. The pre-
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Iiminary results indicate the same continu
ity and originality in burial practices that 
other seasons of fieldwork at this unique 
cemetery complex have shown. It will take 
further detailed analysis of the tomb mat
erial and the settlement evidence to help us 
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Notes for Contributors 

Original manuscripts should be submitted 
to the Editors of BAlAS, type-written in 
English , on one side of A4 paper only, 
double-spaced, and with ample margins on 
separate sheets should be kept to a min
imum. The 'Harvard' reference system is 
employed in this publication. Works 
should be cited in the text by author's 
name and date of publication, i.e. 
'(Albright, 1949,71),. An alphabetical bib
liography should be appended at the end 
of the text, i.e. 'Albright, W. F., (1949). 
The Archaeology of Palestine (Penguin 
Books; Harmondsworth),. Original photo-

graphs and line drawings (in black and 
white only) , suitable for 1:1 reproduction, 
may accompany the text. Authors are 
responsible for obtaining permission to 
reproduce copyright material. A scale 
should be added to all drawings and photo
graphs where necessary. The authors of all 
published articles will receive a copy of the 
Bulletin and offprints. Book reviews 
should be kept to a minimum of 300 words 
but longer reviews will be considered for 
publication. Authors will receive three 
copies of their review. 
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